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P Reface. 1. 1. for not ſooner, r. 10 ſooner, for miſchange, r, michance. for apprea- 
cbes,r. reproaches, for be my own Executioner x. been, &c.r, of Phil. © Baucis 
r.Trat Doforum Furs, vol. 1. 2. 9. IO, IT, for Cobe, Coke. 

Pag. 4. for plurium r. pluralitas, p, 5. ſedalts, ſedatys, Ibid, celebrant, Celebrat : 
P. 8. 1. 21. for they periſh, r. Sheep per. p. 19. for Aera, T.Egreſs. ibid r, 4 Tucky (or 


rather) unlucky minute Pe 19. for, nor 0ught 10t to, I. n0r ought to be, ibid. laſt 1. 
wherein whereby, P. 20. 1.2.rage T.age, P- 25 t0 procure, I. 1 can procure, ibid. his 
proſpef r . this proſpett p. 31.1, 23. leave out be made, Ps 33+ 1. 16. 7s controulable, 
Le HNCONEY, Pe 451. 17. leave ut of. p. 48 1. 30. forbid, TI, bid. 
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PREFACE. 


Had not ſooner had a view of the 


Scholars Addreſſes, but Iimmedt- 


ately upon it ( like F#no upon the 
touch of a Flower ) conceived a few 1n- 


digeſted Notions , for which I could 


have no eaſe, till I had been delivered. 


Though I hope this of mine will not - 


prove ( like that of hers ) an Of-ſpriag 
of Dilcontent, Nor 1s it intended. for 
a Mars,but a Mercury, a Harbinger of 
Peace. Having but a ſhort time to give 
it form and to foſter it in the mind, and 
being deſtitute of the aſſiſtance of any 
Mu to play the Patt of a Adidwife at 
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The Preface. 


my crying out ; 1t1s a mercy if the Pa- 
rent eſcapes, but a wonder if the Abor- 
tive ſhould live (without expecting it 
to be furniſhed with any exact perfeti- 
ons) eſpecially 1f we conſider the difh- 
culties and many dangers, which even 
in their beſt Conditions threatning an 
unfortunate Birth , attend perſons IN 
travel with their Punks Afﬀter this 
E was held in ſuſpenſe, whether I ſhould 
make it known to the World, or ſup- 
preſs, ſtifle, and throw it into forne pri- 
vate by-hole, hke ſome of the weaker 
Sex, who having had a miſchange,ſmo- 
- ther their innocent Infants, to avoid a 
publick Diſgrace. For I] was fſuffici- 
ently ſenſible that Subjects of this nature 
could never be grateful or taking a- 
mong GaulP'd Perſe ons, and therefore it 
cannot well be expected, but that who- 
foever meddles with ſuch Subjects , 


fthould be liable to the ſcandal of being 
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The Preface. 
cenſured a male-content : For' indeed it 
1s their intereſt to:caſt this malignaht aſ- 
perſon upon-ſuch (though undeſerved- 


ly) that thereby they -may pre-poſleſs 


themſelves in the favour of the World, 


and infinuate themſelves into a good 0- 


pinion, to fave their own Bacon. 


I have read of one,” that fained him-_ 


ſe] Mad, that he might the treelter ut- 
ter his mind t9:irhe People 1n reference 
to their Dutics 3, and [had need at pre- 
ſent to put che fame Policy 1nto practice 


my felt, to-avoid the approaches and 


fury I am like to incur by the diſplea- 


ſure of ſome Pluralifts, whole Franſa- 


tions indeed are able to make one real- 
ly ſo : But we: live not ( thanks be to 


Almighty God, and our moſt Graci-. 
ous King) 1n ſo miſcaakth an Age, but 


we dare utter the Truch without a: dif- 
guiſe, | 
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The. Preface. 

Though T7 know-ſome prejudic'd;per- 
ſons will endeavour-to-brand me with 
the reproachtul and infamous character 
of being ill - affected : towards the 
Church, for telling the truth ( which 
Children and Fools are much addicted 
to.) AndJT muſt needs confeſs, I had 
rather be really. a Fool, than to be the 
leaſt ſuſpected to deforen this Imputati- 
on, or guilty of ſomeperions Rnavery. 
But for all this, { expect to receive no 
more mercy at their hands, than De- 
ſerts thew to young Plants. They will 
preſently conclude that I am a Repro- 
bate, and a moſt ungracious Child, for 
laying open the Nakedneſs of my Me- 
ther, "he Church: Thus they blaſt and 
damn me e're I have time to recover 
my felt. 

_ Truly T ſhould have "0e them 
the labour, and ſhould have been as 


ready and forward to pals the Sentence 
upon 


Fhe\'Prefaco. 
upon my elf, 'and be my own' Execy- 
tioner, could | have brought in my ſelf 
attainted of any fuch Crime. 

Bat they muſt notthink by impoſing 
upon my modeſty;' toftop my Mounrch 
with an obſcene bawdy expreſſion of their 
own, which ( as it was occafioned by 


their- recourſes to them ) may fitly be 


retorted to their Carnal Sporſes ; but (ir 
my Judement), nor inthe. leaſt facable 
nor applic able to tothe SpirttuaFone. 


For] harbour-a better Opinion of 


v7. Mother: 'Chirch';" than'that 'ſhe 
ould haveany Socreaies Cofthatina- 
tare which ſhe' would not- willingly 
have her «Children privy to, or whuch 
ſhe mighr be: aſpamed to/expoſe to\ pus 
blick view, and divulge tothe whole 
World. 
ence to believe, that choſe defaults, which 
70 under” hers! Nhine, Are falfly 1 tmprr- 


red to 0 her, being crepe: in without: her 
Con- 
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The Prefate 


Conſent, and contracted by others Miſ- 
carriages, for which too many . make 
her Nahedneſs a Covering. | 
May 1t not be poſlible then to have A 
| folemn Reverence and Honour for the 
Church, and-hbe exempted: from the 
\Y yperſtition of doins & Homage to perſons 
Vi ices May not we bear a ſingular and 
due Reſpect to the Clergy, and. not 
think ſome perſons fins ſanthied \ *:Cer- 
rainly this is fo far: from unhinging its 
Conſtitution and/Frame, (which 1s the 
only pretext ſome of them-have oppo 
ſed 1n- defence of-their -own Tranſacti- 
| ons) that i it. 1s the ,only.;means.. to; pre- 
ſerve them entire , fo. far from: being a 
Prejudice to her Health,,. that it.proves - 
the only Remedy gp all ms 
ing Diſeaſes. 
- Why ſhould a man; in laying open 
the Miſdemeanour- of ſotne few perſons, 


be taxed for laying open the Nakednefs 
of 


The Preface. 
of the Church, more than thoſe Per- 
ſons themſelves in reproving others 
Faults and Vices* Why ſhould a 
thing that 1s directed to few crafty men, 
reflect on the whole Church * Muſt 
the Church be turned to an Aſylum , 
which was a Refuge for Offenders © 
Beſides, does not the Church conſiſt of 
Lay-men as well as Clergy-men © Do 
they not bear a part in her Harmony © 
Or are they ſo uncharitable, ſo rigo- 
rous to exclude the Lay-men © But I 
muſt beg their pardon and leave, to. 
crave them the Benefit of the (lergy in 
this point. Some had rather be out of the. 
World than out of the Faſhion, and ſome 
had rather be out of the World, than out 
of the Church : Therefore we can claim 
right to the Sanctuary as well as they. 
But why ſhould not every. T ub fland 
on its own Bottom * Why muſt we 
faſten our Faults upon the Church * 
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is 


The Preface. 
Is it not an affrontſufficient to her Au- 
thority, to tranſgreſs her Laws, Ca- 
nons, and Injunctions, but' we muſt, 
after we have done, impute the Breach- 
es of them to her © 
Our Exorbitances are not her Con-. 
{titution, our Failings not her Frame, 
our [nfirmities not her Nature © Our 
Fall is no more the Church's that difal- 
lows it, than the Angel's Fall 1s. the 
Heaven's, that forbid it, | 
The Church forbids our Enormi- 
ties by good Laws and Canons; and 
yet muſt thoſe of her own Family and 
Profeſſion, whom ſhe hath nouriſhed 
and brought up as (,hildren, whom ſhe 
has encouraged as Miniſters; muſtthey 
| burden her with reproach and a fcan- 
dal © Does it behove them (like treache- 
rous Serpents) to wound whom they 
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The Preface, 
Though All their pretences are in 
vain ; the Churchis pure and innocent, 
ſhe vindicates her ſelf in care, conſtitu- 
tion , devotion, canons , injunctions , 
Orthodox Doctrine, Primitive Go- 
vernment, pure and orderly Worſhip, 
and a ſevere Diſcipline : But ſhe does 
not juſtifie Pluralities of Cures and 
Non-Refidence, the Church forbids 
all extravagancies by wholſome Laws, 
and checks them by ſevere Canons, and 
diſailows them by fair and juſt means 
imaginable, though ſome hearken not 
to ber Charms, charm ſhe never ſo wiſe- 
[. | 
The Church took care in former ti- 
mes, that no Monks (1. e. ) idle per- 
ſons ſhould take Livings of Biſhops, or 
appropriate the Revenues of them to 
themſelves, but that the Prieſts ſerving 
thoſe Cures and Churches, might re- 
ceive the Benefits ; She accuſed them 


B 2 for 


The Preface, 2: 
for engrolſing wealth and trade, for im- 
poverifhing Pariſh Prieſts, &#c. 
The Church gives liberty to enjoy 
the Comforts, Priviledges, and {Ordi- 
nances, which Chriſt inſtituted : She 
allows us to do and enjoy, what. is ho- 
neſt, reaſonable, or juſt 1n reference to 
God, others, and our ſelves ; and bar.- 
red us of-no liberty, but of doing 111], 
My deſign is not (as ſome may cen- 
{ure) to faſten a general Ignominy and 
Odium apon the whole: Clergy ,. nor 
yet upon all Pluraliſts, but by [aying_ 
the Saddle upon the right Horſe, - to ſe- 
erate ſome Drones and Devourers 0 
the Common-Wealth, (who Focky-like, 
make it their trade and only buſineſs, to 
chop, change, and purchaſe for profit, 
without regard of honeſty or conſct- 
ence) from the moſt laborious, ſparing, 
and faithful Bees: of our. Age. For 
with reverence I acknowledg: (to ſome 
others 
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The Preface, 
others ſhame, who having ſuch 'Types 
to follow, come ſo far ſhort of them., 
and being not. able to: look them in the 
Face; like thoſe Eagles ,. whoſe 'eyes 


cannot: endure the $un-bearhs; are to 


be diſowned as a Baſtard- Rg ace a ille- 


gimates) that our Church is abundant- 
ly ſtored and blefled with moſt pious, 
able; and: faithful Miniſters, whoſe 
worth and-merit. make preferment court 
their acceptance, and cauſe Pluralities 
without: ſeeking to be' thrown upon 
them, who can as freely waſh. their 


hands from them, as-from detaining the. 


Revenues from the right uſe. 

Though I muſt not abufe their mo- 
deſty in enlarging my ſelf on the Reci- 
tal of the number of thoſe perſons,. by 
making particular” refletons thereup- 
on; who by practiſing according to.the 
Rules they preach to. others! give evl- 


dent proots of a ſound beliefand_expe- 
ctaticon:. 
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cation OO Wok: ankd wither 
charitable Actions and-vertwous Lives 
and Conyerlationsmake a wifghle Image 
ofan 4nviſtble Driyinity, "who, though 
1n the middle 'of the World; are as ' it 
were out" of it; being no farther Concer- 
ned tn 1t,. than 4 ut cheir | CAre! ' of. gol 
ting tts affacre:  Laltole bas 

Such ſeem to anticipate |Erernicy, 
the intra tempus Ztermtatem auſpican- 


tr, wht here within the- narrow 


bounds of time, they make an Eflay 


thereof. 
_ Hay, we :have ſome, emibonk the 
World may juſtly. ſuſpe&> to: be Saints 


or ſome Celeſtial Inbabitants deſcended 


from above to. view our Coaſts, as the 


Story goes ofthe Gods, whoin Ladne 


ſhape formerly came Son to viſit the 
Coaſts of Phrygia. - 4 
And I hope this Tract bald th on-- 


ly offering] have, will give no ) offence, 
if 


The. Prefuce.' 
if1t may not procure your Favour, as 
that_entertainment, Philemon and Baud 04h 
did'the Favour of theit Gueits. And 
were Fto have my wiſh, I ſhould ſoon 


make choice of that Bleſſs ng of which, 
that honeſt oldcouple ard. EE TITONN - 
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Confeſs IT have been as little guilty of taking any pains, 

I as ſome of thoſe whom, #his js | drreftea#0.: _ 7 defire to. 

call nothing of it my. own, but —_— { if there 'was any 
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: f =o took) of colleting it from other Authors, and applying it 
X 1% in «kind of a diſorder'd order to the ſeveral Addreſſes. 
WT | if MWeithey can it be layd to my charge, that T have playd the 
* || Plagiary whilſt Tingeniouſly confeſs my Authors, and pre- 
| 'y | fix their Names tothe Pront, inſtead of my own. 
| q q "The Perſons Names quoted and made uſe of in this 
1 Tra& are theſe. | 
The Council of Lateran. CF Volk. a. 
The Council of Trent. or 9. 
oe EE bens: 


The General Councils.” 
Traftatus Doftorum Furs, Vol. 10. 
Sr. Ed. Cobe's Tnſtitutes of the Ancient Laws of 

England. | 
Sr. Henry Spelman de 0x temeranais Eccleftis. 
Sr. Sim. Degge. 
 Ichabod: Or the frve Groans of the Church, written 
by a Loyal Divine of our Church : Printed in 6}. 
The Abridgements of the Eccleſiaſtical Zaws, by Jo. 
Godolphin. 
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THE FIRST 


ADDRESS. 


H AT no Perſon be Authorized to take or hold 
' any more than one Cure of Souls, with as many 
ſine-Cures , Prebends , Deanaries, and other 
Dignities as a Max's Opportunity, Friendſhip, 
or Merits can promote him to. Thatevery Incumbent be 
immediately compelled to reſign his fir# Cure or Cures to the 
Biſhop of the Dioceſs, and that the Biſhop ſhoald appoint 
able Men to ſupply during the preſent Incumbents time , 
allowing Fifty Pounds per Annum ; the Over-plus depoſited 
in ſome Publick Treaſury, towards the purchaſing in ſome 
of the Impropriations of Corporations and Market-T owns, 
that are aetitute of Salary, and where % moſt need of Pi- 
ons and Learned Men, | 


The Multitude of Men {our Univerſities abound 
with) Eminent both for Learning and Piety , may 
ſeem to render this Petition very juſt and reaſonable ; 
who (though ſome whereof are above Twenty , 0- 
thers above Thirty Years ſtanding ) could never riſe 
higher than a poor Curacy of twenty pounds a year - 
Many of them never had = benefit of that, nor could 

ever 
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C.2Y 
ever have a fair Opportunity or Propoſal tendred , 
wherein they mugt (with a ſafe Conſcience ) have 
exerciſed their Talents ;. Whilſt others in the interim 
engroſs two or three Livings,: (beſides an accumula- 
tion* of Dignities) 1eliding upon neither, nor yet al- 
lowing Competent Salary for others to ſupply.: 
Through which means Parſonage and Vicarage-Hou- 
les fall todecay, Vices are unreproved,the Sick unvi- 
fited , the Poor unrelieved,. with many other Omiſſt- 
ons,which occaſion Faction, Diſſention, and Atheiſms- 
and undoubtedly is (though probably is modeſtly in- 
{erted in the Addreſs) one main ground of the decay 
of Piety and: contempt of the Clergy. 


It is fully decided by the De-- 
Via. Tratatus Dotc-- crees of the Holy Councils , 
Tum, vol. 9. fol. 3: quod de jure communi. non poteſt 
Nam in talibus non wi. 9## habere ptura Beneficia Fecleſia- 
detur efſe jus, Vol, 1. f. ftica curata,, &c., That no per-- 
47. | ſon canexpectShelterorPatro- 
| | nage under the Umbrage' of the . 
Common-Law, for encroaching Pluralities.of. Cures _ 


of Souls, in one, nor in divers Biſhopricks. - 


Yet they held ſome Pluralities, or Pluralities in- 
fome reſpeQs to be lawful; as ſuch as require not Re-... 
fidency by Statute or -Cuſtom-,. Or ſuch that have not 
Cures of Souls annexed. Such Pluralities (ſ{aith- 7zpoc.) 

; | may be allowed of ; (duzmmodo 
Tratt, Doftorum. vol. 9. non fit nimia multitudo) And he 
fol. 3. thought, quod non ſit peccatum ta- 

: lia plura tenere, that it is not a- 
{in to be a Pluraliſt in ſuch Livings. The conſequence. 
that may be inferred, is this 3 That he thought it aſin- 
20 be a Pluraliſt. in Church Preferments _O— 
LUTES. 


(3) 
Cures of Souls. - Hence'was that ſaying of 'St. Ber- 
 nard, Qui non uns ſed pliires in beneficits, non uns ſed 
plures in ſuppliciss : He that is not one but many 1h be- 


nefices, {ball not be one but many in puniſhments. 


__  Pluralities were allowed of 
 1ritheſfe caſes.” - _' 

( 1) When the Churches 
were {0 poor, that neither by 
it ſelf could maintaina Miniſter. 
(2) Wherethere was ſcar- 
city of Clerks. 

( 3-) When the one is had by 
.title, the orher by commendam. 

( 4 ) When two Churches 
are united, or the .one depend 
upon the other. 

And laſtly, (which marred 
all) when the Pope diſpenſed 
with them. 

For his frequent diſpenſing 
Non-Reſidencies without num- 
ber or meaſure , brought the 
Canons and Decrees of the 


Tbidem, To. ind, c. Sau- 
Forum enumerat caſus ſpe- 
ciales, in quibus peteſt quis 
habere plura benef. (viz. 
propter Eccleſiarum pau- 
pertatem quando nulla de ſe 
ſufficit miniſtrum ſuſten- 
tare, Propter Clericorun 
paucitatem, nam ex hac 
cauſa uno Clerico poſſunt 
conferri ona beneficia. 
Ubi una eft intitulata, al- 
tera commendata. Quan= 
do una dependeat ab altera. 
Itemex diſpenſationePape. 


with Pluralities and 


Sir Sim, Deege, 


Councils to no other purpole or effet, than toaug- 


ment his own Revenues. 


Some queſtioned whether his Holineſs's Bulls or 
diſpenſations could reach to Pluralities of Benefices or 


no; it being very improbable he 
ſhould command Pluralities , 
which were regularly prohi- 
bited, 


lit mandare Pluralitatem que prohibita 
poſtol. extra de excerpt. 


Sol. dicit quod mandatur 
non extenderet ad plura 
benef. quod non eſt veriſt- 


mile, quod communiter Ve- _ 


eſt regulariter. Cap. ad A- © 
C2 


When 


Plurium Beneficiorum 
20n eſt de oe bonts, nec 


de pure malis ; quia ſi ta- 
tis efſet Papa non diſpenſa- 
ret - ſed de medits 1iſque 
non indifferentibus ſecun- 
dum ſuam naturam , imo 


plar. beneficiorum eſt de- 


mediis que ſunt abſelute 
zala.Tra&t.DoR.PYol.11. 
Fol. 188. 


(4) 

When the Pope was ſaid to 
be inveſted with Power to d#- 
penſe with all things in the Po- 
ſitive Law, the Councills could 
hardly tell, how to term Plu- 
ralities of Benefices, or in what 
ranck to place them ;. whether 
amonſt things ſimply good, or 
ſimply bad. Though they were 
too obvious to any mans com- 


mon Sence and Reaſon to be ad- 
judged de pure bonis. Yet they durlſt not affert the con- 
trary, for fear of incurring his Holinefles diſpleaſure, 
For they muſt never have expeCted his Holineſles In- 
dulgence, or Pardon, had they judged them de pure ma- 
lis, or of things ſimply evil, in this they would have 
ſeemed to charge him, that he diſpenſed with unjuſt 
andevil things : therefore, for the prevention of dan- 
ger on. both ſides, they thought it the. ſafeft way to 
determin them to be de medirs, between both : as nei- 
ther de pure bonis, nor de pure malis, Yet they allow'd 
them to be ſuch media, or he- 
Onia malum videtur, quod tween-boths as were abſolutely 
115 habeat plura, cum vir eyilt, becauſe it ſeems not to be 
in uno poſſi ſervire bene. 0009 nor juſt, that one ſhould 
| encroach Pluralities,ſince he can 
fearce perform the duties of one throughly and well. 
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Sir Simon Degge quotes a Ca- 
non out of the general Council 
of Zateran,in the year One thou- 
ſand. two hundred and fifteen. 
That whofoever having a Cure 
of Souls already, {hall acceptof 
{uch another Cure , {hould be 
deprived of the firit : and in caſe 
he ſhould ſeem unwilling to de- 


liver itup, being made void by 


his acceptance of the latter,that 
he ſhould loſe both ; and that 
the Patron may preſent. ano- 
ther Clark. | 

By the fame Council it' was 
Decreed: upon , Plura Bey: ficia 


noneſſe unicommittenda, nec unum 


. Canons againſt Pluraki- 
ties. 


Statutum eſt quod qui- 
cunque receperit aliqued * 
beneficium habens curan 


animarum annexam,ſtpri- 
ur tale beneficum obtine- 
bat ;, eo ſit juro ipſo-priva- 
tw, ſi forte illud retine- 


re contenderit , aligetiam 


ſpolietur, is quoq,, ad que: 


priors ſpeftatdonatio,tllud- 


pojt receptionem alterius 
conferat cui'merito viderit 
conferendum. 


Cone, Later. ſub Alex. 


tertio ,* Frederico I. Imp. - + 


ſedalis tnter eos ſimulta- 
libus celebrant. 


inter duos dividendum, That Plu- 


ralities of Benefices ought not to be: committed to one: 


mans care, &c. And in another place it was determi- 


ned, Qrod qui ſufficiens Fecleſiaſticum habuerit benefici- 


um, ſi de alio Ziteras Summi Pontificis obtinuerit, prio- 


ris beneficii non fats mentione , dignum eft eum a. Fudici- 
bus non exaudiri: That whoſoever having one ſuffici-- 
ent Church-Preferment, {hall procure a Diſpenſation 


for another, without making.mention of: the former, 
ſhould not be heard. ES. 


Sir Simon Degpgecites an At eſtabliſhed againſt Plu-- 
ralities, in the Twelfth year of King Hezry the Eighth.: 
Fhat if any Perſon or Perſons having ( that 1s, being: 


Inſtituted)) one Benefice with Cure of Souls, being oft” 
the value of Eight pounds or above, ſhall accept. and- 
take another with Cure of Souls, and be. inftituted- 


aud : inducted into Poſſeſſion. of the ſame ; that then: 


immediately: 
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(6) 
immediately after ſuch Poſſeſſion .had thereof, the firſt 
Benefice ſhould .be' void. | 

And thatit ſhould be lawful for every Patron ha- 
ving the advowſon thereof, to preſent another ; and 
the Preſentee to have the benefit of the ſame;as though 
the Incumbent had died , or reſigned ; and that any 

.Licence, Union, or other Diſpenſation contrary to the 
AQ ſhould be void. | 
-*Reſidence by him that hath a, Preferment in the 

.Church with Cure of Souls, was held'by the grea- 
ter and better Opinion of the Council of Z7rezt, to 
be of Divine Right, and that therefore the Pope had 

-No Power to diſpence with Non-refidence, - The con- 
ſequence we infer, with Sir S$7m0z Degge , is this , 
that it is againſt Divine Right, (or at leaſt, that it is 
.not of Divine Right.) for any perſon to hold more Be- 

.nefices than one with Cure of Souls, becauſe the ſame 

.perſon cannot be reſident upon two Livings at one 

-and the ſame time to diſcharge his duty, which 1e- 
quires a conſtant attendance. 

Thus :the Ancient Councills, as well as the Canons 


. of Ezeland havealways complained againſt Pluralities 
of -Cures and Non-relidence, being two ( for the moſt 
part) inſeparable Peſts of our Church. 


And they have been as much 

Vide,Sir Simon Pegge's diſcountenanced at the Com- 

4 and 7qth.cap. 1B%vk mon Law, in that the Parlia- 
| ment of Zxzland in all Ages 
moſt renuouſly endeavoured to reſtrain the Exorbitan- 


ces of the Pope, and the Court of Rome though he 


made the endeavours of all good men ineffeQuatl:: 
for ſeveral times they brought in ſeveral Complaints 
againſt theſe enormities, and ſtood-upon their Prero- 
oative ſo much,that they made bold withhis __ 

when 


CE ET 
when his power was. in Zzzlazd at the higffect, and 
when the Kings of Zzzlazd were not accounted as 
Heads of the Church. 

We may ealily judge how agreeable Pluralities are 
to Gods lervice; nay, how prejudicial they are to the 
advance of Chriſtian Religion, and how unbecoming. 
and diſhonourable , eſpecially to the Proteſtant Mini- 
ſters, were it from no other conlideration, thanwhence- 
they had their Original. For the Council of Zaterar 
( as Sir $/mop Degge obſerves?) in the twenty ninth® 

Canan z- reduces all the Qaa- 
lifications. to the. Pope's Dyl- _ on 

-nfations, where it was De- | ans wget 
| 4 ſas dignitates Eccleſ. & 
creed , That no perſon ſhould *p1. xccteſe, Parochialesre- _ 
accepr of divers Eccleſiaſtical C1per. Et contra Sacror um 
Dignities-and Pluralities of Pa- Canonum inftituta , Qc. 
rochial Churches , againſt the circa ſuvlimes tamen & 
Decree and purpoſe of the ho- #ratas perſonas, quue ma- 
ly Canons; yet this was dil- Try Sang: AN 

_ (cum ratio poſtu-.. 
penſed with by the Pope UP- _ laverit ) per ſedem Apoſto-- 
on ſome extraorditiary, occali- ' 1;cam porerit diſpenſari, 
ons. 4 C, | 
Diſpenſations ſeem till to! carry with them a Tin- 
ture, and have too near a relation and Analogie with 
i9dulgencies-which are rclated to'be procured'men, 
whereby they being aſſured aforehand of their Pardon, 
haveliberty to'Tranſgreſs ; ſo Difpenſations are ſought. 
for'the ſame end, (viz.) That Men may freely and 
without danger of being damnified, hold and aXcontra- 


Cum fuit in. hoe Conc. 


Ty tO good Councils, Canons, and Statutes. | 
For Diſpenſations (like Pardons) ſuppoſe Miſdemea-- 
nours and Offences intended, if not already commit-- 
ted ; the breaches of Statutes, and'a Penalty incur- 
red for thoſe breaches. Therefore as Pardons can-- 
nos 


| (8) 
:not, ſo Meither -can.they- properly be ſaid to begran- 
.ted to perſons not in fault. 

Though we may be the better enabled to judge of 
the ſad and manifold grievances, the Church of £-- 
2land inthis junQurelabours with, upon the account 
of 'Pluralities, by the fruits and ill conſequences that 

| | neceſſarily attend them : mar- 

Res ipſa loquitur plarz ked by Sir Simon Degge, out of 
;B-neficia,potiſſmumquibus another Council. Where- it 
Cura Anmarum ſubmiſſs 4.25 concluded , that many Be- 


Jaan dim ab un ob, nefices,eſpecially, having Cures 


 tineri , cum -unus in plu- of - Souls annexed , could not 

ribus Eccleſis rite offcia poſſibly be held by one, with- 

 perſolvere nequeat, aut re- out great damage done to the 

bus earum neceſſariam cu- Churches, in that one could 

Tan -impendere. not reſide upon beth. at the 
oy ſame time. 

Hinc ( ſaith Pope Damaſus ) Anime neolignntur, Oves 


perennt, Morbicreſcunt, hereſes & ſciſmata prodennt, Ec- 
clefie deſtrunntur, ſocerdotes vitiantur & reliqua mala pro- 
wveniunt. Hence Mens Souls are neglec&ed, they periſh, 
Diſeaſes grow hot, Hzrelie and Schiſm break forth, 
-Churches fall to decay , Prieſts are corrupted, .and 
other Miſchiefs come about. __ : 7 
Plurality therefore 15 nt one ſingle Peſt of. our © 
Church, but is always and neceffarily- attended with | 
a whole Trainof Miſchiets. For where is Plurality, 
there is inevitably Non-refidence, and where is Non- 
reſidence, there muſt needs be Omiſſions of ſeveral 
main duties incumbent upon the Miniſter ; ſuch as the 
want of a narrow, and careful inſpeCtion. into the 
Condition of his Flock, and remiſſneſs inthe due per- 
formance of Sacred Offices, which a goud and faith- 
ful Shepheard.cannot in conſcience negle&, for in- 


deed, 


deed, with what face or pretence of ypocſly can any : 
Pariſhioners, . - 


Clergy-man expe& his Tithes from 
that negleQs the welfare, of their Souls ? upon what 


account -can he ſuppoſe them to be/his dues 2-Are not: 
they the juſt compenſations-of a Miniſters labour. and 


care ? And certainly it cannot be expected, . but.thar 
he; who values not the Sheep, ſo much as a flock of 
their Wooll, ſhould let the Sheepfold. go to ruine. 
So that a Pluraliſt by his, Non-reſidence trom one ( at: 
leaſt) of his Livings, muſt prove a Dilapidator : bes, 


pair, which he never makes uſe of. 


* Where the Law allows of Plurality; it was done up- | 


on good grounds : and [it had beenan excellent Lay, 
had. it beenadyanced, but now it produces little more: 
effte&; than the transferring the power of--Diſpenſa-. 
tions in this caſe from the Pope,and ſcattering it among 
the Nobility, and others ; 1o that the Churches grie- 
vance at this day is become- greater than ever : for, 
Diſpenſations were not ſo: numerous formerly, being. 
they were fetch'd all from Rome, -came. flowly, = 
were dearly bought. Neither were Perſons :capable 
to qualifie Chaplains ſo. numerous in thoſe days as 
now they are grown. | | 
' For there-are above a: thouſand Qualifications now 
in Zngland by Service only, be- - a: Tags an 
ſides Chaplains of the King , Sr. Sm. Deeg's Firſt Book, 
Queen, Princes of the Blood , Expt, 
and Dowagers z and probably there may be as many 
more qualified by birth and- dignities. - (-1.)--Such as 
are all theBrothers and Sons of temporal Lords and of 
Knights born in Wedlock.. And though in this there 
ſeems tobe no proviſion made fot the Sons of Popes, 
Abbots, Priors, &c. Non! for any Baſtard, yet vene 
ey - fNETre 


ing very-improbable he ſhould keep: that Houſe in re-/ 
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(is) 

there are, 'whoqwotare'difpenſations to have Plurali- 
ties of Livings, -t6 maintain ſuck EP 

[42 Such as afe<digtiified/it ithe Univerſities, -as all 
Dodtorsand Bikchtlors 6f 'Dlyiniry;) Dottor and Bat-- 
chetors of the'@hamon-Lawso 1 0 ing in ods 

"If atl-pexſons qualified hat'Ptutalities,there-would be. 
bardly any left for fuch thatafenot qualified; except- 
ing ſuch Livings which amount notto ten pounda year 
it th&Kings'Booky- {of whith'thete are above4300; in. 
E#1114)on\ itheſe "ans tet Boughtworthy of Plura- 
lifts xeceptarice';\For they catchinot' Bow adays at the 
leaſt Livings , (thought /at firſt ' they crept irito the 
Church, 'upon- account Churches Revenues were 15 
ſmall; that-they' wete_ not: able fingly-to maintain & / 
Miniſter)! And” allithe'beft Livings'in' ZaJland ate: 
taken 1 pknd' held by -PluFaliſts ; and How! many- of - 
them are there, that hardly vouehſafe to viſiteicher of * 
their: Flocks in a whole year, but ſuch times as they 
come totake the Pleece © How many.commit them' to / 
the eare'of poor, unable, and raw Curates, becauſe: 
they are the*'cheapeſt fort 'of Cattle,- (as. they call 


*- Whilſt- they feaſt abroad at Noble-mens Tables, or- 
take their eaſe upon their Prebends or Deanaries ; how 
miny poor Pariſhoners{ that havea ſhare inthe Tithes. 
as well as they)for want of that Hoſpitality, they ſhould - 
keep, are ready to ftarve © andiwhat is moſt of all to- 
be pittied, and lamented, how' many poor Souls for. 
want 'of better inſtructions, through their negligence, . 
are itt danger of — get] Teak pda S 
- Beingnarute afhd/duty 0 


ige all Childrento:ſuccour : 
Parents : The Church, having-no-place'elfe- to apply 
herſelf: to for help and refuge',' now in her weakneſs 
extends her hands to'the Nobility, 'anad-a$s1t were lan-- 
- , ws guiſhing- 


| CEIP 
guiſhing,implore theiraid,and:begs upon her blefling, 
that they take her Extremities into their Conſiderati- 
ons, which undoubtedly with the BenediQtion of Hea- 
ven, and; the Prayers of the poor Clergy, will attend 
them:and their Pofterity.z- if they prove ſo kind: and 
dutiful to their Mothers. as to- become ſo. much {elf- 
deniers,' as to lay afide: the privitedge of. qualifying : 
or incaſe the Nobility will not lay it aſide, ſhe hopes 
to find remedy and eale in part, if -inot-a cure for the 
whole, from the Arch-biſhops, that have power of the 
{ame, or . from his Sacred Majeſty, who ( under Chriſt) 
is her Head -and Governour; in denying Confirmati- 
ON; 7 (x | | 
The with-drawing of His Majeſties Royal Graee 
_ . and Favour, .and the contraQting of their Honours In- 
-fAuences,and other ways mixt with: ſeverity and{weet- 
;nefS, contrived 'in time, by their Piety and Wiſdont , 
. may. reclaim \theſe ſtraying'perſons, and reduce them 
to themſelves. And indeed, their preſent condition 
'Tequires 1t ; for they'being like Men deſperately Fe- 
'veriſh; often coveting whatimay feed their Dilcale, 
ſhould be ſtinted and forced tg..reſtrain; themſelves 
from: indulging their appetites in t00/ plentiful and in» 
.$ar108s:4 Dirt 772 ant nre RO a 
. - -For-if it beagreeable tothe Rulesof Common Law, 
- That' a *Temporal .Officer: ſhould 'be deprived. of, his 
 Commiſſian ; and: loft $ris- Office for a Non-uſer,.or 
for unfaithful and:diſloyal 'dealing, therein : 1 ſee.no 
reaſon why it:might-not be ſo in Spiritual Aﬀairs .; 
that the Incumbent ſhould have his Diſpenſation An- 
-.nulled,; :and loſe. his Benefice for abſenting himſelf 
_ it ;-or for beings unfaithfalin/his Charge, whilft 
-he-negleas/ thoſe many- poor-'Souls committed to his 
.care :a$:i6 muſt beineceffarily with him, that holds 
YE * 2” Pluralities 
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"(12') 
Pluralities, in that he cannot be” reſident upon both 
at one and the ſame time. | 
And if thoſe Monopoliſts of many Livings, beſides 
Dignities, apprehend it injurious to be deprived of one 
'or two, I will appeal to any ſober Mans Reaſon ; and 
darerefer it to their ownBreaſts, whether it be not more 
inhumane to ſuffer many hundred of as ingenious and 
Orthodox Men as themſelves, to ſtarve tor want of 
Bread, whilſt they wallow and tumble in ſuperflui- 
tlEsS.. | | 
Fherefore it is but Reafon and Juſtice, and a ſingu- 
lar AQ of Charity, that this fatal Liberty ſhould be 
taken from them, that they might be ſettled in a Bleſſed 
{Neceſſity of adhering faithfully and conſtantly to one. 
It was held a point adverſe to Chriſtian Faith, to 
_admit_of. more Wives than one into oanesBed; and con- 


trary. to the Law of Nature. ; For it 1s written, That 


every Man may have his Wife, 


Tra. Doforum vol. 19. but not Htves, to avoid Fornica- 


 Tumicum eft fides Cori- $10, And the Pope himſelf could 

-# iebur wevgre _ not allow; Tharany Man/ſhould 

þ ney e7 ang Ns ſritemns ; have Pluralities Bangs be- 

fie Habeat uniſquiſque Jeu £ .caizſe he Cannot diIpence with 

«ws 1101 ſuas, propter For- things repugnant to Faith. One 

nicarionen evitandam, Er '. would judge it as repugnant to 

_ a Minjſters-Principles and/Con- 

"ſcience to | admit of. Pluralities 

of ' Benefices: into-:|his'.embra- 

"Cngs, as: Pluralities of 'Wives 

- 56% 24 _- into his Bed. Es 0 

For every Miniſter, (as; he .is Chriſt's Repreſfenta- 
tive,) ought to make: his Churet-his Spouſe; as bein 

.Conſecrated and bound to- each other, with a pure 

and Spiritual. tie and union. + She would not have the 

| World: 


('13') 
World fo much as ſhare with her of his AﬀeCtions ; 
but would enjoy them entirely to her ſelf. 


And to this purpoſe it was wiſely decreed upon in 
the Council of Zateran and 0- | | 
thers, held under Alex. the Gn. ater. ſub Alex. 


Third; Q#0d Clerici fe immiſcere tertioFrederico primo Im-- 


negotiis non debent : That Mini- p*ratore celebratum. 
ſters ought not to intermiddle 
with, nor entangle themſelves in ſecular Afﬀairs, that 
being freed from ſuch incumbrances, they might give: 
up themſelves to their Studies, and: wholely devote 
their time, their Labours , and themſelves to- the 
Church. And queſtionleſs upon this account God al- 
low'd the Church that competency in Tithes and Of-- 
ferings for their moderate uſe and maintenance; that 
they might not be forced'to ſpend that time in picking: 
their Livelihood, which ſhould be. otherwiſe im- 
ployed. | 

By ſeveral Councils General it was agreed upon, 
Qrod clericivillas. ad firmam. tenere non debent, vel Ec- 
cleſfias :. nec cauſa lucri negotiari, wel a laicis villas habere: 
That they ought not to deal in Farms, nor for Lucre 
ſake, in any manner of Traffick, Yet how many doth: 


our Age afford, that ſo violently are carried on to ſerve 
their own worldly Intereſt, as in the 7zter/m toforget - 
their engagement to the Church 2 All thoſe promules. 
they made, all thoſe reverential Oaths they tozk;when.. 
they were firſt enrolled in her Service, are quite for - 


gotten. She finds her ſelf contemned and putout of fa. 
vour, whilft they fondly court, hugge, and.embrace : 
the World as a new Mils. - pa 


Well therefore might the Church grow jealous and 


zall ſuch perſons fidelity and conſtancy to queſtion ,. 
35 where, 
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dos tradunt, itt ſuas libi- 


| (14) 
-when ſhe perceives herſelf not made a true Spouſe, but. 
.an Harlot ; whilſt they commit Spiritual Whoredom , 
either by ſeeking Pluralities, as variety,togratific their 
luſtful Appetites, or by caſhiering her and leaving her 
deſtitute, whilſt they goabroad a whoring after their 
-own Inventions ; whilſt they, as it were by divorce- 
ments, abſent. themſelves and put her off: She muſt 
needs betake her ſelf to her mourning Garment, gird 
her ſelf with Sackcloth, and bewail her loſs and milſe- 
Ties in her Widow-hood. | 


Ou; 7% i - Damaſmns , one of the better 
al Cas) eſſe —_ = - Pop = TE ared ſuch 
rricibus ſmiles, que ftgtin Miniſters ro Harlots ; For, (ſaid 
nit pariunt, infantes ſues he) as Strumpets ſet out their 
mitricthurtradant educan- "Infants to Nurſe, as ſoon as they 
dos, ut ſuas citina libidi--* be delivered, that they might 
nes. expleant.' Siciſti 1#-. the ſooner recover themſelves 
fantes ſues ( 1d". png to purſue their uſual luſtful 
ſhe commiſſes alits eaucan- © orts and Games of Iniquity: 
dinesexpleanr, (ie) pro _ SO they deliver their People ©- 
libita ſernlaribus curis i= VET tO other $ CArCe, "that they - 
biexr ,* &c. _ being freed*of that trouble ', 
| might devote themſelves to the 
Senſualities of the World, and have time 'to purſue 
their -own Secular Ends; EO ALT +049 
Neither (ſaith he) did Gbd teach, nor did the* Apo: 
ſtles ever inſtitute theſe things : For, he that' under- 
takes a Cure, ought to perform the Charge of it per- 
fonally himfelf, -and with his own hands ropreſent his 
Maniple to God, and not by the Curates Hands, ' Ir is 
{faid,7ake he:dto' your ſelves, ard to all the Flock, overwhich 
the Holy Ghoit hath made you Over-ſeers, &c. AR.20. 

; 25. 


685) 
25. Hath the Holy Ghoſt nidde: this Man an Overſeer: 
of the Flock, and can he- preſume to appoint another 
whom he will ? Te | | 

I would fainbe reſolved in one thing, that is, Fhe-' 
ther the Curate, 'as he is an Overſter over one of the Pluya-- 
lifts Flocks, - be made an Overſeer of that Flock by the Holy- 
Gho#t, or by him ? 1do not khow what Monſters they 
make of their Curates (which they put tono other uſe- 
than to ſtop the holes that are picked in their Coats ,. 
whilſt they think to-excuſe' their own. miſdemeanonrs- 
with them) For my own. part, I take their Curates- 
and them equally qualified in reſpe& of their Orders,. 
and the one to be as much'a Miniſter as the other in- 
reference to the Call ; unleſs they will aſſert, That 
{ome have not been called by God to the Miniſtry. In: 
deed I had reaſon to fuſpeQ ſuch: a thing: my ſelf, and' 
now they have confirmed me in what IſulpeQed-be-- 
fore, I ſhall think ſome of them to have had that other” 
by-call. Butto return tomy Quzre. 

If therefore. he replyes, That his Curate was not: 
made Overſeer by the Holy Ghoſt, but by him, be-- 
cauſe he made choice: of him, and ſo came in by his - 
means ; he confirms the former Allegation (v/z;) That- 
fome perſons invade and uſurp- the Miniſtry, as being : 
not fent 'by God. Beſides, I have him o# the fame 
Lock to: boot z. for in: the fame ſenſe he cannot beſaid? 
to be made an Overſeer by the Holy Ghoſt, becauſe ke * 
came into his Living by his Patron's means and fa-- 
your; or by the ſtrength of his Purſe. | 

But Iſuppoſe that he-will grant that his Curate was - 
made/Overſeer by the Holy Ghoſt: If 1o,' Is the Flock” 
the(Curates as he is Overſeer;' or isit his £ Ifit be- 
the Curates, (as it mult neceſſarily” be) let him tell me 
whom the Fleece of that Flock properly belongs to. - 
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@ 16.) 

will deſire his patience but in one thing more, then I 
-will diſmiſs him for this time, which is this ; Whe- 
ther he thinks the Holy Ghoſt appoints any to be O- 
verſcers and not allow them the 'Overlcer's mainte- 
-nance-: -Or, which is more improbable, Whether he : 
makes one an Overſeer or Labourer, and allows ano- 
ther to reap the Benefit; If-heaſlerts this, the Con- 
cluſion, that may be inferred, will prove of ill conſe- 

-Quence to him. Oy | 
If we ſhould offera word or two by way of enquiry 
into the Grounds of this Monopoly -of Cures of Souls, 
:I wonder what they can alledg. I am certain there 1s 
little or no probability of honelty or piety on their (ide; 
let their pretence be what it will: They may have 
ſome crafty cunning evaſions, and falſe ſpecious Co- 
lours to irradiate their ſelf-ends, ſordid deligns and 
-contrivances withal ; that 1s uſual ; for Vice never 


appears in her own proper ſhape and habit, 


Fallit enim vitium ſpecte virtutis et umbra, 


But we can ſoon diſcern true honeſty from a pre- 
tended ftious one. A Vizard ſoon falls off of it telt, 
or is taken off : If therefore ſuch men with borrowed 
and .ad{cititious Feathers may happen for a time to 
.cheat our ſight, we fhall know them at long'run by 
their Flighr. 

Were ſuch mens deſigns juſt and honeſt, or any 
ways laudable, then it were lawful ; and it ſo, then 
the Action likewiſe, being: the reſult of their Deſign , 
would be of the ſame nature : And if the Deſign and 
Aion were lawful, then they needed not a Diſpenſa- 
tion ; for we need not procure Diſpenſations or Par- 
&ons for the-doing of any good and vertuous _ 

| There- 


_- 


(17) | 

Therefore they deſign and a&t what is neither juſt , 
honeſt, lawful, nor any ways laudable 3; and conſe- 
quently, what 1s conſiſtent neither with Vertue, Reli- 
gion, nor Piety. . 

Though I own, and would have all acknowledge the 
Kings Perogativezin that hemay,(as he is often graciou- 
ſly pleaſed)remit the Penalties of the Law ; yet they are 
not to be accounted the leſs faulty. 

A Malefactor, having eſcaped his Executioners hands 
by vertue of a Reprieve or a Pardon, cannot ſay, that 
he never jdeſerved to be Executed, becauſe he is not : 
this being others Clemency, not his Deſerts. 

Though it be a groſs Parallel, yet I ſee but little diffe- 
rence, but that the one ſues not for his Pardon, or Dil- 
penſation, to eſcape the Penalty, till he hath tranſgreſfl- 
ed ; the other before, and ſo being aſlured,of a good 
come off, goes on with courage to purſue: his Inter- 
eſt and ſelf-deſignes; and I ſhall leave it for others 
to determine, which deſerves moſt compaſſicn 


and is moſt to be excuſed ; in that the one deſign- 


edly , and politickly breaks the Law; the other of- 
tentimes raſhly- and inconliderately. 


Yet, not that IT hold the-Crimes to be equal, or of the. 


ſame nature, but that, (let them be of what degree or 

nature ſoever) tobe pardoned or (allowing them their 

own terme) to haye them diſpenſed with; argues not, 

that they have-not beenat all committed. To be freed 

| from the Penalties incurred, abſolyes not any from the 
guilr contracted. 

Therefore, I- would not have any, fondly to flatter 
up, or willfully delude themſelves, (as too many do zg 
eſpecially, when Intereſt favours the Deſign) by fancy- 
ing that to be no breach of Statutes, where 1s probab1- 


lity, or aſſurance of eſcaping the Penalty. In vain are 
E their 
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( 183)) 

their endeavours gf perfwading athers to:aibelief;thas” 
they would :nothave ated contrary. thereunto,were not! 
they ſo affured, thinking thereby to clear themſelves ; 
for this makes no eſcape for them. DIE Wi ic1 

In the firſt place, theiwiprocuring leave ov Diſpenſa- 
tion, (which is the only. Shield they. uſually; oppoſe for: 
their own defence ) affords them. but little ” £250 or 
ſafety : and indeed, this pretext is fo far from defend-: 
ing them;that it argues plaiply againſt them, they have 
made a Rod for their own backs. :. £27 

It is fit Impudency ſhould be extreamly ſhameleſs, 
not to bluſh atſo great abſurdities. What: piece of 
ſaucineſs could you compare. to that' of ones asking 
your leave to break your head; as if : a-by your leave 


Sir, were ſufficient ſatisfa&tion for: the Aﬀront © What 


greater piece of Impudence can there be produced,. 
than that of requeſting leave to commit which one 
ought not ; nay, that (as it ſhallappear anon ) which 
he knows to be Repugnant to Divine and Human Law 2 
Does not this: Impudence: aggravate the; Offence, and 
render perſons for more criminal than.thoſe, whoſe. 
Pardons are ſued and procured for Offences commit- 
ted , without craving leave? | 

There is but ſmall hopes of any, when once arrived 
to this pitch and degree. He is ready qualified:for any 
Attempt, that hath-loſt all ſhame, caft off all bluſhes 
of Modeſty ; Vice hath its full career.;. farewel Vir- 
tue, for ever adiew to thee, Honeſty 1 


. CY, } 77; quis 


| Peccandi finem poſuit fibi quando recepit 
© Ejeltum ſemel attrita de fronte ruborem? 


' Beſides, Aftions, which require Pardons and Con- 
| nivances; 


| "2 
XY: 

1 
b 


(79) 
nivances, are ſuppoſed to include ſomething of tur- 
pitude and illegallity, and- to have deſerved Puniſh- 
ment, and they cannot deny ſome of them, but they 
have entertained deſipnes / in their Minds; which, 
when put into Action, required Diſpenſations - and 
Pardons : which were a long tiine a taking Form; and 
a Foſtering there; and as it were Acted, before they 
were caſt into AQtions, and brought into publick view. 
And when Miſchiefs are hatched inwardly, nothing 
obſtructs, or procraſtinates their Ara's or Birth, but 
the lack of fir opportunity, or (rather, unlucky;) a 
Iucky Minute. HER On 
The Teſtimonies not only of Scriptures, but of Hea- 
thens may be ſufficient Arguments to convince ſhame, 
and teach ſome Divines their Leſſons. For we learn 
of them ,- that the harbouring 6's thought within 
ones ſelf 'to perpetrate Villany y tenders the perſon 
guilty of the Fatt, 


Fatt crime habet. © | 
5 OT SHIGERU IDS 1 LHE 2377 HS TIDY 31h 
Miſchieſs indeed, when thotight upon;are ever then 
concetved, and areas it werethe Embryog's of greater 
and more datiperous Eyents';. which though as yet in 
the Womb, having not attained to their perfect ſhapes, 
are hot, ior 6ught” not to- be: accounted leſs hurtful. 
For the 'very. Eggs'of venotrious Creatures are veno- 
conn -3. 52907 21:07 35 2 EE Io | 
-. And asthere j3 hot the keaft Yiee, but may be in ca- 
paciry” off zdmitting/ daily growths, and Freſh acceffi- 


11. 1 =——SteYts 7#tya- ſt Fabifutrn gni cogrtat Mllamn; 


ofis} wherein, in proceſs of ritheit;rhayarrive! to its 


> wo Ys: Wullum 


94 bo 


( -20 ) 
Nullum ſeelus deſinit ubi incipit.. 


So neither is there any Villany grown up. to ſuch a 
Tage and maturity, but once had a Beginning, and cry- 
ed asa Babe in its Cradle. | 


Nemo repente {uit turpiſſimus, 
cepit, quo incredibile eft perveniſſe. 


Nec quiſquam-inde 


Innocency and Integrity ihake not offtheir acquain- 
tance of a ſudden, they leave not a man all at once, 
but by degrees, #? xe in maximis trepidet audacia, dis- 
wires in minoribus colligit. | | 

I. aver therefore thus much, our:thoughts: are not 
ſo free, but we ought to be accountable for them, as 
well as for our Actions. For what reaſon is there, that- 
the ACtors of Treaſon ſhould be puniſhed-, and the 
firſt plotter and contriver ſhould eſcape 2 An outward 
forced. compliance is no true real performance of the 
Laws ; nor does it denominate a, Subje&-truly-Loyal. 
Our very thoughts and imaginations muſt ſtoop and- 
do them homage. For, , Ng | 


C4 184C11K Ghbs d 24's 3 eb BED 4 D 
—Patitnr pens peccandi” fola volunptas..:: . 


The next Quzre-,is , What-End or-Deſign they do 

or, can.. propoſe to themſelves in defiring,and holding 
Pluralities, having Cures of Souls annexed to them: 

Is it the advantage of many. Benefices, or the charge, 

that is their Motive ? . If for, advantage. or lucre only 

. they embrace. Livings, certainly. they had the ſame 

End, in taking:-their Orders ;; and; if ſo; then. their 
"Call was not Lawful , being not from God, gp" a 
| ue 


oY 


(21) 
due Reverence to the Dignity of their Profeſſion, but 
from ſordid worldly - by-reſpe&ts and ſelf-Intereft. 
Then they are. Mercenary and Hirelings, making Mer- 
chandize of Mens precious Souls. Can any think there 
can be greater Cheats, Jugglers, or Deceivers in the 
World, than ſuch perſons that very ſolemnly appear 
ina Pulpit (now and then when they think fit) to put 
a trick upon God, ; as if they had been ſolemnly Or- 
dained to delude Souls, mock God, deceive the World, 
and undo Men, for a few hundreds yearly.— 

That Perſon whoſoever he be, that is remiſs in the 
due and {trict performance of his Office and charge , 
or performes them for filthy Lucre-{ake, and - makes a 
Trade of the Miniſtry, may be accounted as little wor- 
thy of the name of a. true Miniſter, as a debauched, 
irreligious, prophane and Atheiſtical Perſon is of the 


Character of a real true Chriſtian. He can juſtly claim 


no more. a title and propriety to Tithes and Offerings 
( being the Benefits or Wages which God hath given 
to the Church for their ule, and only theirs that ſerve 


her, though others often ufurp and- pervert: them, )' 


upon the account of his Ordination:; than-the other 


can aright and title to the. Benefits and: advantages of 
_ Chriſt death, ( being granted only to the true, faith-- 


ful, and. penitent, ) upon the account. of his Infant- 
Baptiſme. | | 

But I know this ſounds ſo abominable in their Ears, 
that they will bid an abſir to it, and loath it ar the 
firſt propoſal. It is the charge therefore of many Be: 
nefices they deſire, Covetous Hypocrites ! Do they know 
what 1t is-to take. the charge of 'a Cure of Souls ;.or 
at leaſt, to take a care of that charge ? D5they conſi- 


der, that they are as Shepheards , that muſt give an. 
account to their Heavenly Mafter, who delivered lo 
many - 


wrnge? wt 


- 
re ALEC 


Ms Ani en RT 7 
aw 1A ; 


— — 


So Ho _ mee. 4 
1 age Tax 'þ 
— _ , 
ALS PINA pare 22 hey 
| ET nt ORD IGS FTEV 
& % = Sd ot” > 
2 7 EP ITY "= ny Dor I, Sa GS: 
> Cx Key DeT7< ehnny > 


to tone von yer eg er oe ee 
W , —_ Ta rw MP 
p:* : « <> SEE rag 
Tow" a + Lag Ix; 
- . = E 


$43 I. 
22 337 —> 


W _— 
_ Q os, p 
4p 
$95 "TOM , 
. 4 . owe" + _ Ps X < bur”. my 
$5. NE EN "4 hs, 6 om. Font A . 
EE SSR Ls Ce: -——_ & . PIC ——. - 
- PR 5 - _ ym rg _ ey 6 I > 3% Ms . 
nt pn CE TINS Ts IE ONE Wn,  ooennnnm. ns 164 + 
1. 2 IM - *. - 4 Vo ” - =p __— m— — — —_—_ 
4 F 2 ” 4 4 - . # . _ $64 C— a {-_ 
—— f . | x 


hotimbos nethae.,, -_ 4 
———— 
_ 
Ree tang A 
. 35> Fas —_ ———— e 
= == RI 
a bo > $ Me REES. 
Mr IE Io LIattad it ed AER. 
On Lo 


(22) 
-many Souls to their keeping ? Is it ſo eaſieand light 
a buſines to watch over a Congregation, as being ac- 
countable for them,that they ſhould procure more Be- 
nefices ? as if one mans care could not wholly be im- 
ployed and taken up in one Cure of Souls. Can any 
preſume to ſay, he can attend one cure of Souls duly 
.and well ? eſpecially, if he ſeriouſly conſiders, what 
it is to anſwer for an Immortal Soul, being the pur- 
chaſe of Chriſt's Blood, And yet can he in conſci- 
ence defire Pluralities of Livings ; when each Living 
brings ſo many hundreds of Souls more to his care 2 
' But they think toſtop this Gap with another parce/ 
of Curates : Theſe Curates (it ſeems) are very necef{a- 
ry Cattle, yet dog-cheap ; methinks they might afford 
to bid more for every head than they do, it they ſtood 
in no ſtead but forſuch Jobs as theſe. 

Though I do not ſee how they can order them or 
well take hold of them to put them in, and make them 
ſerviceable ſor their turn 1n this place , any more than 
before. -- | | 

It is ſaid, Becauſe the Shepherds ſearched not for my 
Flock, therefore O ye Shepherds, hear the #Yords of the 


Lord ; thus ſaith the Zord God, Behold Tam againſt the 


Shepherds, and I will require my Flock at their hanas, nei- 
ther ſhall the Shepherds feed themſelves any more, for 7 


mill deliver my Flock from their month, that they may not 
be Meat for them. | | 


Will therefore the Flock be required at their hands, 
or at their Curates hands ? For either they themſelves 


muſt ſtand accountable for thoſe Souls, or deliver them 


over wholely to the Curates charge, for him to be an- 
ſwerable, and be athis own peril for the loſs of any. 
It the Flock be required at their own hands, what 


reckoning can they make, what account can they m 
0 


( 23 
of thoſe Souls, whereof they ſeldom or never took any. 
cognizance, when they appear before the Tribunal of 
God © (if they believe they mult appear there : ) Un- 
leſs they can flatter up themſelves, that they can fatis- 
fie their Heavenly Maſter, with. that ſecond hand Ac- 
count which they receive from: their Curates. But 


they muſt not think that God will be pleaſed with ſuch: 


{lubber'd accounts, or that he will be ſo eaſily fatis- 
tied for ſo many poor Souls, that periſhed through their 
negligence. It they think to excuſe and ſave them- 
ſelves by Curates only, why do not they without any 
moreado, ſerve God by Curates 2 It 1s ſaid, /fthow 
loveſt me, then feed my Lambs ; but if they feed Chriſt's 
ncep by Curates, they may as well love him by Cu- 
rates ? 
Beſides, their Commiſſion is, Go ye, and teach all Na- 
210n5, not ſend your Curates to teach all Nations, and 


take ye your pleaſure, I will appeal to themſelves,. 


whether they allow any Servant of theirs the liberty to 
introduce whom he liſteth into their Service, whilſt. 
he takes his pleaſure abroad : Whether they would not 


judge it a ſufficient reaſon to turn him off; yet, arenot 
they Servants : And will they preſume to bring whom. 
they will to God's Service, whilſt they enjoy their eaſe 


and pleaſure, 


But it they deliver them over wholely to their Cu-- 
rates, and diſcharge themſelves from that care and: 


duty, and the Flock be required at the Curates hands ; 
then the Curates are the Labourers , and not they. 


And yet do they receive the Tythes in conſideration. 


of their labour and care over the Flock ? (to which, 
upon any other account they cannot lay claim.) 
I am confident, there 1s hardly one among them, 


but will be ready to afſert,that they. earn them dearly ;: 
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and upon the detainment of the leaſt Mite of their 
Tithes, their Sermon, though it be a digreſſion from 
the Text) the next Sunday muſt certainly be railing 
againſt Sacriledge. And that the Labourer is worthy 
of his hire,'is worz thread-bare ; being oftner inculca- 
ted into their Pariſhioners minds,than-any Text in the 
Scripture ; and they will hardly grant the perſon that 
believeth not this, the bexefit of the Clergy : -but with- 
out any more ado, will be {ure to take care, 


 Huic nigrum vitio prefigere Theta. 


Tf therefore, (I ſay.) the Labourer, and only he, be 
worthy of the hire ; how, or upon what account can 
a Pluralift claim Title or property to the Tithes of that 
Pariſh or People, whereof the Curate is the Miniſter, 
and not he himſelf 2 and that the Curate is Overſeer or 
Miniſter of one of the Pluraliſts Livings, and that too 
by the holy Ghoſt's appointment , has been already 
{ſufficiently proved. 

For though they be of Divine Right, (as Sir. Her- 
ry Spelmaz hath moſt incomparably proved, ) yet they 
were Dedicated to the Churches ule, and. cannot be - 
ſuppoſed by any ſober perſon to have been deſigned 
for any, but ſuch as Perſonally ſerved the Church. 
( For I cannot call another mans ſervice or work mine.) 
So-that Tithes are not maintenance for a Minifter, qua- 
tepus Miniſter, or Man in Orders ; but a Maintenance 
for him only, that performs the duty enjoyned: they 
are the wages for his work. 

Otherwiſe thoſe many thouſands that are Ordained, 
and want Employment, need not be reduced to ſuch 
Extremities ; nor be ſo neer ftarving as they are, but 
might claim their ihares of Tithes, and live either up- 

_— 


(25) 
on the Publick and: other mens Labours, or ex rapto, 
as many do, invading other Mens Right, whulſt they 
Uſurp the profits of more Benefices .than of cne, for 
in Conſcience they can afſert them to belong no more 
ro them, than the fartheſt perſon in Roe can to him. 
For a Miniſters Titles or Property can extend no far- 
ther than his Care or poſſibility of performing the 
charge. | 

And I ſuppoſe to procure, the ſyber and ſerious 
part both of Clergy and Laity to agree with me 
in this; That every one that is a true Miniſter , 
and undertakes a Cure iakes it, or at leait, ought 
to undertaxe it with regard only. of the right end, 
which is to watch oyer his Congregation , for the 
laving of their Souls; but he ihar takes his Pro- 
ipea, will find buſineſs enough to employ his whole 
care and ſtudies in one Cure of Souls, to perform it 
weil and throughly. AndTI will appeal to any impar- 
tial perſon, whether he that aimeth not at thisend,can 
be thought deterving of one, or worthy of the name 
of a Miniſter. Therefore we may infer, that-no true 
Miniſter will defire to encroach Pluralities of Cures, 
or to be Nun-reſident ; or at leaſt, that a Miniſter can- 
not do either of theſe, without bringing himſelf under 
{uſpition of an Impoſtor, 

It is far more tollerable for a man, that has but one 
Living, to entertain an aſſiſtant, than for a Pluralilt, 
For as it 1s lawful tor a Miniſter to have one Cure of 
Souls; {o it may be as Lawfjul and Juſt to keep a Sub- 
{ticute to help him, if hetinds the charge of that Cure 
too much for one Perſons performance. But a Plura- 
liſt, that ſerves perhaps one himſefl,and his other Cures 
by Afſliſtants, or all by Aſſiſtants, cannot alledge the 
lame reaſon, For he cannot. pretend, that he keeps 

F Curates 


bh; i 


| (26) 
Curates to aſliſt him, becauſe he is not able ofhimſelf 
to perform the duties, there being no neceſſity impo- 
{ed upon him, of holding more than heis able to g9 
through. Who preſſes him againſt his Conſcience to 
embrace Pluralities « who thruſts him under that bur- 
then, he cannot bear ; orlays ſuch InjunQions on him 
which he 1s not capable of performing? Were the Liv- 
ings got out of their hucſters hands, we could find able 
Men enough to ſupply them. Why do not they rid 
themſelves of that over-much charge and trouble, by 
reſigning them up, and waſhing their hands from them, 
(Zuaas ike, when he delivered up the picces of Silver 
he took for betraying Chriſt ? ) Their own Conſci- 
ences (were there no other per{walive Motives) ſhould 
engage them fo to. do.. | 


Sed trahit invitos nova vis : aliudgque cupido, 
Mens aliud ſuadet, meliora videntque probantque, 
Deteriora ſequuntur. 


But whilſt there is profit in the Caſe, it goes againſt 
the Miſers to part with them, though they ure very 
fenſible, that it 1s no point of honeſty to detain them. 


Ni l::293 
Credunt eſſe nefas aninmm preferre pudori, 
Et propter vitam Vivendl perdere caii{ 1s, 


They will venture to Shipwrack Vertue, Truth, Ho- 
neſty, Credit, Conſcience and all, to fave a little Pelf. 
They enjoy themſelyes in ſpite of the World, and So- 
lace themſelves in this,that Foxes never fare better than 
when curſed : biburt & frunntur Dits iratis, When mo- 
ay is in diſpute, all other reſpect 1s laid aſide. | 

| Quid 


(27) 
-—— Qnjd enim ſalvis infamia nummis ? 


They count every occaſion happy, wherein they 
may purſue their Intereſt and Ambition, not regard- 
ing the juſtice of the Aft, but the Reward. Thoſe 
Livings are theirs they ſay, becauſe they came by 
them, by hook or by crook, or by the Silver Hook ; 
It is no matter how, all is Fiſh that comes into their 
Nees. -- | | 


Unde habeamus querat nemo, ſed oportet habere. 


Nothing ccmes amiſs to them ; they hold all things 
poſſible and profitable, to be convenient and legal. And 
were there as much probability of procuring them , 
as1s of adyantage to be made out of them, they would 
purchaſe three or four more, 

For I declare, that I have the charity to perſwade 
my ſelf tono better an opinion of any perſon, whobe- 
10g poſleſt of one advantagious Living (which might 
attord any reaſonable moderate man an handſome ho- 


neſt competency) deſires the engroſsment of more,but 


that he would (and might with as ſafe a conſcience } 
daily diſpenſe with new additions of Benefices ad ifi- 
vitum, were they as diſpenſeable in other reſpeQs. For 
it15as repugnant to a good Conſcience, and as diſho- 
nourable to the Profeſſion, to hold three as twenty ; 
in that one man is as little capable of himſelf to ſupply 
three as twenty, and as capable to ſerve twenty as 
three by Subſtitutes. | 

And it isanill ſign (eſpecially when one's Contines 
are not too ſtrait) to go to the very utmoſt of one's 
Limits, to the very extream inch of one's allotted Li- 
P 2 berty,. 
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berty. No thanks toa man that defiits in his Progreſs, 
when there 15 no probability either of ſafety or of ad- 
vantage to proceed, when a oz n/tra oppoſes the cur- 
rent of his Deſires and ftops his Careir z and he that 
touches his Limits ſeems to rranſcend them. He thar 
encroaches upon the Landmark, may be ſuſpetted to 
have a mind to go beyond it, and treſpaſs upon his 
Neighbours Ground. | 

When a man devours all that is ſet before him; picks 
the Bones and ſcrapes the Diſh, would not one judge 
his inſatiated Appetite to crave for more, and that he 
could diſpenſe with the other Bit or two, could he 


come at it * 


Trattatis Doftorum Fur is 
vol. 1. f. 47. 

Peoteſt quis efſe I luralis, 
&bi talis babens noa habet 
proprie concupiſcentian pro- 
pri: commod; , ſed ſolum 
rendit ad honorem Det et u- 
filitatem Eccleſiarum, nec 


attendit konorem, ſed onus 


appettt. et laborem admini- 
ftrationts;, tals poteſ} cſſe 
Plurals, et ſine d:ſpenſa- 
tione, dummodo ſit bona , 
induſtrioſa et literata per- 
ſona, que melins regeret 
_ plares eccleſias guam alius 
unam dum, tamen reſiden- 
t3.101 Yequiratar. 


One may have Pluralities, if 
he takes chem not in purſuit of 
ſelf-intereſt and covetoulneſs , 
but for the publick good : If 
his Ambition tends only to the 
Honour of God and the Utility 
of the Church. . If not pro- 
fit, but the charge be the Mo- 
tive, that invites him to em- 
brace them : Such a one (ſaith 
Zznoc.) may be a Pluraliſt, (and 
that without a Diſpenſation) 
if he be an Induſtrious and 
Learned Perſon, that can go- 
vern and guide two Churches, 
better than another can one: 
But yet it was with a Proviſo, 
m_ Reſidence was not requi- 
TEOG.. 


There. 


Be (29) 


There was not any ſuch thing known as Non-reſi.. 


dence in the Weſtern Church, many thouſand years 
after Chriſt, And indeed Reſidence was held to be of 
Divine Right by the 22ajor part of the better ſort of 
Ancient Prelates and Fathers of ſeveral Councils; and 
undoubredly it had been fully determined to be ſo, had 
n:t the Pope made the Endeavours of all thoſe good. 
men ire lectual. 

I do not ſee how a Pluraliſt upon the acceptance of 
the ſecond Cure, or any Non-relident perſons can ab- 
ſolve themſelves from Perjury : being every Clerk at 
his Inſtitution and Indction into a Benefice, that hath- 
Cure of Souls, take; (or ought to take) an Oath to be 
reſident thereupon,unieſsIam much miſtaken:though,. 
it Iam, IThope they will pardon my 1gnorance, ſince it 
15 not Jenorantia affectata, tor truly I could never yet 
mect with that opportunity of being Inſtituted and: 
Induted into a Living, to have any experience of that 
Oath. We are environ'd with Pluraliſts, we can 
hardiy tread tipon any Glebe-Land, that is not taken 
up by them. Quid agimius? inguam, undiq; vallo Plura- 
linm claiifi ſums, | 

And though qualiied and diſ- 
penſed perſons are exempted Trattarrs Pottorum Furis 
from Penalties, as not being vol 11. f. 188. 
within the Laws; yet-they are , Diſpenſatio Paps 

n ſuper pluralitate beneficic-- 
not, AOT ought Not £0 be ex- rum incompativilinum red- 
empted from their Duty. How 1©/ carum Diſpenſutum: iv 
do they expect t2 be quitted in foro poli et confcientie : koc 
the Court of Conſcience and ep er Labor, 

Heaven 2 Iqueſtion whether 
theſe Diſpenſations will ſtand good there. 
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( 30/ 

I will leave others to judge, whether any perſons, 
that made conſcience of an Oath or dreaded a Deity , 
could be (as ſome were) vir? ſcene ſervientes, men fra- 
ming themſelves to all times, fordidly complying with 
all changes and humours, ſticking alt to their Livings, 
when others were cathiercd ; and certainly they that 
value not Oaths, can really be of no Religion (let*em 
pretend what they will) and conſequently are not tit 
to bear Otice in Church or State. 

But ſuppoſing there were no Oaths to be ſwallowed, 
I am ſure there are ſeveral Canons ltrictiy require Re- 


| ſidency ;, which indeed is {o necetlary and cilential toa 


Cure of Souls, that take that aways it cannot «ny lon- 
ger becalled a Cure. Pluraliſts ana perlons Non-re- 
{ident make not Cures of their Benektces, but S$ize- 
Cares, And what .can be more abſurd, rhan that a 
Man ſhould have an Oftice and Titie in the Church, 
and defire tobe exempted from his Duty 2 We may 
{ſmell them out ; it is the Profit, and not che Charge 
they delire. 8 
They cannot alledg the ſcarcity of Miniſters a reaſon 
for their holding Pluralitics: For it they can find Cu- 
rates to ſupply them , we can as ealily find Mini- 
itersz and that there is good ſtore of them { God be 
praiied for plenty ) we cannot deny: And Pluraliſts 
themſelves can ſay, Curates are the cheapelt Cattle 
that are g0Ing. 
(either can they aſſert, that there are but few able 
ſufficient men 2mong thoſe many, that have ſtole into 
Orders : For ifthey are able to be Curates and ſerve 
fr other men, why may they not be as ableto take 
thoſe Cures, and ſerve them in their own Names and 
tor themfelves? Certainly, if they haye Parts to 
preach the Goſpel, they may be thought worthy to 


Lve by it, 7 Or 
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Or if they are inſufficient, why were they Ordained ? 
who were the occaſion of inſufficient and unable Mi- 
niſters ? we know what they drive at ; but let them 
not think to put it off ſo, and acquit themſelves, by 
accuſing the Reverend Biſhops, by faſ{tning their Ma- 
lignity with that diſhonour upon their Dignities, be- 
cauſe they are n»t as yet themſelves arrived thereunto. 
For let me tell them by the by, (without any diſparage- 
ment too ) that there are as able and Orthodox men 
as ſome of their Worſhips, that pretend ro find fault 
with them, and yet want Bread, whilft others roll in. 
excels and ſuperflnities : whiltt ſome look big with 
their abundance, and {well with their Preferments ; 
others as O:thodox are forced to be wrapped up in Po- 
verty, and loſe themſelves in poor employments. 1 
fay as Orthc.dox, for the wifelt men have not always 
the belt fortune att-nding them. Some have not had 
the ':rrvune to ue Fools or Knaves enough to be her 
di rl.ni's. It 15 natural to Honeſty and Ingenuity to be: 
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If therefore Clergy-men thus by Diſpenſations car: 


make Cures (as in effe& generally ſome make them ) 
be made $ze-Cures, why may 1t not be as tollerable 


for any Lay-men, having Livings1n their gifts, or pro-- 


cureing them elſewhere, to putin Curates to ſupply 
theme for they are ſerved but by Curatcs, when they 
are in Pluraliſts hands ; and Lay-men can ſerve them 
by Curates as well as they. Neither can they claim 
more a Title and property to Tithes upon the account 


only of being Miniſters, or capable of performing the. 
Duries, as long as. they neglect them ;_ than others,. 
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that are utterly incapable for the performance of them, 
For Tithes are the Wages for ones work. 

Therefore I ſce no reaſon, why Lay-men may not ; 
provided, they allow competent Salary, (which many 
Piuralitts do not ) to ingentous Men, to ſupply thote 
Cares, who have given Teſtimuny of their 1uficiency 
by real performance of Exerciſe for their Degrees, 
which many that are poſſelt with Pluralities never 
did; nor ever would have attained to their Degrees, 
had ic not been for a 1andimns, or the forteit of Cau- 
tion-mony; by virtue whereof, ſome ( Magot-like) have 
crawled thereunto, who now allow not competency 
tor others to ſupply, nor think ir agrecable with their 
ewn health and conſtitution to Officiate, unteſs for 
recreation, ( when the Spirit moves them ) one part 
ot the day, once a moneth; And many think that too 
ſhort an interval, for the culling and conning of other 
mens Writings, that it may be delivered with greater 
applauſe,than the Aſiſtants, who for a little livelihood 

re conſtrained to Preach twice a days, belides all 
weekly duties ; having notallowance towards the Pur- 
chaſing Books, nor the molt nece{lary rags of Apparel. 
So that ſome are ready to Petition for the repealing of 
the AQ for burying in Flannel, that they may have it 
living, to cover their Nakedneſs. 

Nor is this ſmall pittance to be enjoyed without ma- 
ny frowns and much ſlavery : whether Cowley intended 
his Curſe for them, I know not; I am certain they 
are fallen under it : 


1F there b: any whom T truly hate, 
Let Obſervance, and Dependance be his Fate. 


Js that would be harboured in ſome Pluraliſts fa- 
vours, 


(33/ 


vours, muſt learn to Cenſure and Damn all others for 
light and raſh words, and in the interim admire their 
enormities as Policy and Prudence, in ſwallowing 1ſo- 
lemn Oaths contradictory to one another, for the keep- 
ing of their Benefices 1n all junQures of times. He 
that will not reſolve to faſhion himſelf to theſe mens 
humours, mult never expect their influence to be of 
any long continuance ; ſo that the moſt neceſſary qua- 
lification required in a Curate 15, that he frames him- 
ſelf hike unto the Flattcrer in the Poet, 


Argnet, arguito, quicquid probat ille, probato, 
u0d dicit dicas, quod negat ile nents. 
Riferit arride, ſi flrit, flere mem2nto, 
Imponat leges vultibus ille tnis. 


None muſt deny the aſſertions he pleaſes to belch, 
or contradict, what his diſcretion holds 15 controula- 
ble. If he be merry, the Curate muſt laugh ; if he be 
{ad, the other muſt mourn. The Laws of the ones 
Countenance muſt be written in the others forehead. 

Thus ſome perſons 1nfolency reduce others to want 
and contempt ; thus a ſmall part of the Miniſtry (to 
the Churches ſhame, that is bleſſed of God with abun- 
dance and honour) to the diſparagement of true Reli- 
gion , and diſcouragement.of .Learning , reduce the 
other to ſmall Contributions, poor Dependancies ; ſo 
uncertain, and ſo baſe, that men of ingenious Spirits 
and Learning, muſt deteſt them, who cannot endure, 
when they do-the work to beg for their Wages, and 
that not without ſordid compliances and flatteries with - 
vile avaricious Men in their vileſt humours. 

They are the Shepheards ( they tell us) and we 


* Curates are the Doggs. Neither will they keep ſuch 
gh = Dogg 5 


(26) 
Doggs, andbark themſelves. Poor milerable Curs ! that 
are tain to watch the Sheep, Dum Paſtor dormit ſupi- 
7#5, whilſt the Sheepheard {leeps void of Care. 
Now Iam come lo far, it will not be amiſs, for the 
Confirmation of this, to record the belches of ſome 
Pluraliſts; who partly occaſioned this Dilcourſe. One 
perſon having ſeveral ingenious men tendring their 
Services to aſhiſt him in his Cures, with much gravity 
made ſhift to reply, That he tancied the Common to be 
over-/ockd—— Whether it was his own I know not, I 
{hall leave others to judge , how becoming a Divine 
was this ſentence. He little: conſidered, that ſuch 
Drones, ſuch an igravam pecws as himſelf, (by their 
engroſſment ) made the Common bare, and the Cat- 
tle ſo cheap : whilſt that cannot ſatisfie one hungry 
Maw of theirs, which might content many moderate 
perſons ; whilſt thole Preferments are engrofled by one 
of them, which might handſomely maintain Twenty ; 
whilſt thoſe Revenues are profuſely {quandred away 
and loſt upon the folly, pride, and ſuperfluity of one 
Family , which might provide: for the neceſſary, and 
honeſt occaſion of four or five. | | 
Nor was the ſaying of another, at a Coffee-houſe, 
| before ſeveral Tradeſ-men, that were ſpeaking of a 
Minifter, who Publiſh'd a Book ſomewhat tending to 
Atheiſm ; leſs abſurd and unſavory , where he took 
an occaſion (as juſtly he might) to inveigh againſt the 
Author, but in theſe words ; 7 worder, (laid he) at 
his imprudency, that h2 ſhould cry down his own Trade : for 
what Mercer, or Draper would diſcommend and a;ſparage 
his own ware or faſhion, that keeps them employ'd and brings 
in profit ? at which Expreſſions the whole Comyany 
bluſhed, (excepting himſelf) and from his premiſes in- 
ferr'd this conſequence, That ſome Miniſters _— 
| | Trade 


(27) - 
Trade of their Fun&tion and Religion. Some of the 
company back*d and confirm'd the ſame by relating a 
paſſage of a grave Dottor, ( having now above eight 
hundred pounds per a»zam,in Tithes and Offerings,c&c.) 
who though not in capacity to Preach himſelf, yet 
would not permit an other to make uſe of his Pulpit, 
except he had twenty Shillings for his faraing, laying, 
that his Pulpit was his Market-place. 

To theſe I could adde many more abſurd ſayings of 

. many, though TI ſhall mention but one perſon's more, 
who lately declared, That when his preſent Affiſtant 
went from him, ( whom he was reſolved to turn off 
next quarter day.) that he would pick one out, that 
ſhould not be able to ſay boh to a Gooſe, beſides reading 
of Prayers, and asking for his Tithes. Far more inge- 
nous were the expreſſions of a Sheepheard-boy, upon 
the ſight of four or five Black-coates riding by, cry- 
ing tohis Companion, Locky, locky, the Country is over- 
run with Parſons. I am ſure a few Parſons have over- 
rTuu all the Parſonages. 

This ſeems to be too remote a digreſſtion from the 
Text, therefore I ſhall return to my next Arguments 
(as they ſay) being taken from the conſideration of ma- 

ny recciving ſeveral hundreds yearly in Tithes and Offe- 

| Tings,(which is moſt of all intollerable inPluraliſts ) 
without impending ſcarce any part thereof according 
to their Primitive Inſtitution. | 

The reſolutions of many ancient Councels, and a 
multitude of other Fathers, and DoQors of the Church 
in their ſeveral Ages all concur in Opinion, that Tithes 
are of Divine Right, and belong juſtly to God, as his 
demain and inheritance, | 


G 2 According 


Ut «pſt Sacerdetes ſuſct- 
prant decimas & ſecundum 
Anthoritatem canonicam 
dividant coram teſtibus,+ 
ad ornamentum Eccleſie 
priman eligant partem, ſe- 
cundam ad uſum panperum 
atq, peregrinorum per eo- 
rum manus miſcricorditer 
cum omni humilitate diſpen- 


(36) Y 
According to the Refolutions 
and Decrees of the ſame Coun- 
cels and Fathers, they were de- 
ſigned for three ends : For the 
Maintenance of the Miniſters. 
For the Reparation and Orna- 
ment of the Church. And 
for the Relief of the Poor, 


ſent, tertiam vero ſubimet ipſts reſervent, &c; Conc. in ununm corpru 
coll, Tom, 7s f. 48 3 & Tom. 20. f. 298, 


This diviſion was agreed npon and Eſtabliſh'd by a 
Canon in the time of King fred : and it has been 
approved of by Canons of our own,for which Sir S707 


Parſons Councchor , 
Chap. 7. Book. 1. 


Degge cites one, that might put 
every Clergy-man in mind,thar 
the poor had always a ſhare in 
Tithes with him. 


By the Councils it was ordered, That what-perſon 


Con. To..20. f. 459+ 

Items placxit ut Epiſcope, 
 Presbiteri,, Utacont C7 qui- 
cungue Clerici, qui nil ha- 
bentes ordinantur, & tem- 

A 

pore Epiſcopati's vel Clers- 
Catus fa agros vel quacun- 
que predia nomine [10 Com- 
parant tanquan rerium do- 
minicarum invaſionis Cri- 
mine teneantur, niſt admo- 
niti 4n Eccleſia eadem ipſa 
contulerint. $1 © autem 1p- 


ſoever, having nothing before 
he was Ordained, ſhall hereaf- 
ter purchaſe any thing by the 
Miniſtry, ſhould be guilty of In- 
vading Gods inheritance, unleſs 
he took care to reſtore and an- 
nexe 1t to. the ' Church ; but 
if he had any other obventions 


fallenuntohim any other ways, 


he might diſpoſe of them or to- 
whom he pleaſed. PIES. 


} 


ſis proprie aliquid liberalutate alicnjua, vel ſucceſſione copnationss obve- 
nerit, faciant inde quod eorum propoſito congruit, &C. 


Tn: 


(37 /) 
In another Council it was De- 
creed, That Clergy-men ſhould 


not by a Will diſpoſe of the. 


things they got by their Care 
and looking after the Church, 
Neither had they power and 
freedom ſo much as at their 
Death, to bequeath their move- 


Con. Later, Sub Alex. 
tertio, Fred, Primo Imper.- 
eonſt, Clerics de his que 
intuitu Eccleſue acquiſie- 
rant, nullum de jure poſſunt 
condere teſtament... Nec. 
de mobilibus per Eccleſiam 
adeprts facere liceat Teſta- 


ables acquired this way,. to any of their Succeſfors.. 


Thus Clergy-men were ob- 
liged in point of gratitude to 
reſtore all whence they had firſt 
received -it, and leaſt there 
ſhould be any that. might pre- 
{ume to uſurp and pervert it, 
the Canons and Decrees of the 
holy Councels, always provid- 
ing and taking care of the 
Church; ſtrictly enjoyn'd all 
to be left in the- Churches 
Poſleſſion. 


Con. Eat. To. 29: 

fol: 452. 
Cum officits caritatts ills 
primo teneamur obnoxit, 4 


quibus nos beneficium ac-. 


cepiſſe cognoſcimus : & con-- 
trario Eccleſiaſtici * qui- 


 damClerici, cum ab Eccle- 


fits ſuis multa bona percepe- 
rint, bona per Fecleſias ac- 
guiſita, in altos uſus tranſ- 
ferre preſumant: hoc igitur 
quia & antiquis Canonibus 
zahibitum eſt, nos etiam ni- 
hilomings tnhibemus. In- 


demnitati itaque Eccleſiarum providere volentes, ſrve inteſtati deceſſe- 
rint, ſrve alits conferre vuluerint, penes Eccleſias bona percipimu re- 


Tithes ſays ( St. Auguſtin) are atribute due unto needy 


Souls.. God reſerved th: Tenth part for himfelf, and he 
that engrofſſeth them, invadeth other mens Goods, JET 


Tithes { ſays Sir Henry Spel- 


man) are Confecrated to God, and” 


ought not to be prophaned by ſe- 


Sir Henry Spelman'de 
non temerandis Eccleſus. 


cular uſe. They are devoted and ſanitified unto the Lord, 


aud ought not to return to worldly. Employments, 


Alt: 
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(30) : 
Con. To.22.fol. 601. All things offered to God ar 
Onnia gue deo offeruntur, Conſlecrated, and what belongs 
conſecrata habentur , ut to the Church,belongs to Chritt 


que Eccleſie ſint, ſine du- - 
bio Gorifl,,qui ſpſs ny. he 15 the Churches Spouſe. 
eſt ſunt, 


Res of facultates Eccle- Church Revenues are tear- 
ſie oblariones appellantur, med Oblations, becauſe they are 
qa domino offerumtur : offered to God: They are the 
et vota ſunt fidelium F. ypows of the Faithful, the Pa- 


pauperum patrimonta atgue 
precia peccatorum, ft quzs CTLmOony of the Poor 1 OF. 


illa rapuit, reus e#F damnationis Annanie & ſappihire, Cc. Ibid. 


Thus we ſee thar they have been tearmed holy in 
all Ages, and ſo ought of right to be eſteemed by us ; 
conſidering the ends and uſes, for which they lerve : 
Every devoted thing is moſt holy to the Lord, Lev. 27. 28. 


They are faſtned to the Church, by vertue of their * 
Donation, that they cannot ſafely be taken away or 
otherwiſe diſpoled of, They being Sacred things and 
dedicated to Holynefs, are corrupted and prophaneed , 
when not diſtributed upon pious and charitable ac» 
counts. And Sir Henry Spelman their belt friend ally 


ns 
thoſe Miniſters, that receive more than an handſom 
.competency, no other denomination than that of Sa- 
criledge : which he himſelf defines to be a divertion of 
* 44 Eccleſiaſtical things to prophane and Secu- 
Jar ule. 


I do not ſee by what Law of God or Man a Clergy- 
man may turn his Tithes-into a Secular Eſtate, or any 
other private advantage, any more than a Lay-man - 
without being guilty of annulling the Intereſt which 


God and his Church hathin them, and for which they 
' WETE 


( 32 


were Inftituted ; as that - hoſpitallity the ſick feeble: 


men may be maintained, Almes given, and other Cha. 
ritable deeds done: For it is not only the Lay-man in 
not paying them, that denies God's right and title to 
them : but the Clergy-man likewiſe rhat receiveth 
them, by uſurping and alienating them from the Chur- 
ches uſe : for God has Tithes only when they are. em- 
ploy*din his ſervice. | 

Let them weigh how God ( from whom they claim 
them) had the Tithes they have and to what intent : 
let them but think ſeriouſly with themlelves, what 
account will beexactedof them, eſpecially, thoſe that 
receive thoſe Sallaries and Wages : yet totally negle&Q 
the duty, and miſpend all the Church Revenues up- 


on their own private occaſions ; while the Canon of 


the Apoſtles would not permit the Biſhop to challenge: 
ought to himſelf, or ro diſpoſe among: his kindred 
_ friends, but to Adminiſter them ta»quam Deo 12- 
Frente, to the Poor and Fatherleſs. And conſonant to 
this, is that place which Sir Hexry Spelman quotes out: 
of Candrie's Cale, where he ſaith, 7he bbot might not 
diſpend the free Almes (much l:(s the Tithes) upon his Se- 
cular Friend, but in Hoſpitality for the Poor, the, Father-- 
H(s, and Stranger. | 
Tithes were never accounted as Temporal, nor were 
they transferable as other Tem- 
poral Inheritances were ; And  Huges Parſons Zaw,. 
though they might have been. ©. 26. & ch. 27. 
given in exchange for other | 
Temporal Neceflaries, and perhaps for Temporal In- 
heritancesz { though. the latter was not only much: 


queſtioned, but ftritly interdiQed :-) yet it 1s to be- 


noted, That the ſame was betwixt Religious and Ec-- 
cleſialtical Perſons,and not betwixt. them,and Lay-men.. 
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( 40 ) — 

For before the Statute of 32 H. 8. c<.7, MeerTLay- 
men were thought no way capable of Tithes ; nor 
could any man Sue for the ſame in the Eccleſiaſtical 
Court, except he were a Spiritual, or Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſon. And to this purpoſe Mr. Hughes in his Parſons 
Law, quotes a place, where it was determined, That 
no man {ſhould Sue for Tithes but the Parſon ; and thar 
it he joyneth another Lay-man in the ſuit with him, his 
{uit ſhall abate. And Godo/phin in his Book, Intituled the 
| __ Abridgmentof Zcelefraftical Law, 

in forms us ; That none at the 
Common Law were qualif?d to 
receive Tithes, but either an Eccleſiaſtical perſon, or 
a mixt one, as the King. 
Thus we ſee, that Tithes were ſeparated from com 
mon uſes, without all right or lberty of returning thi- 
ther again;;: being faftned-to:the Church as her dow- 
Ty, were not to be Entailed upon our own Poſterities, 
no more than the Prieſthood it 
elf: for it is not with us (as 
"with the Jews} Entailed upon 
Araon and his Sons ; but thine, mine, and his, the 
Sons of Nobles, Gentlemen. -and Peaſants,. while .all 


Ch. 23. SefF. 6. 


-Sir Henry Spelman. 


Alike able, are all alike intereſted in the Churches Pre- 


ferments, which in our Nation is the {ole {pur and the 
only reward for Learning. - 

Let him look toit, (ſaith Saint Auguſtin, ina Sermonof 
I1is)for how many Mem ſoever die in the Pariſh,for hunger of 
the murthering of ſo many Mex ſhall h? appear Guilty 
before the Tribunal Seat of the Eternal Fudge, becanſe he 
kept back to his own nſe what was committed to him by the 
Lord for the Poor. He therefore that deſireth to gain a 
Reward, or to obtain a Remiſſion of his Sins, let him pay 
bis Tithes, ana be careful to give Almes to the Poor ont T 
the 


(33) 
the other nine parts , but fo, that whatſoever remaineth 
over and above moderate Diet, azd convenient Apparel, be 
nut beſtowed in Riot, and Carzal Pleaſare , but laid up in 
the Treaſury of Heaven by way of Almes tothe Poor : for 
whatſoever God hath given unto 1s more than we have 
meed of, he hath not given it unto «s particularly , but 
hath committed it over #nto us, to be ditributed upto others, 
which if we diſpoſe not accordingly, we ſpoil and rob thens 
thereof. 

Ke y, it Saint Augyſtiz injoyned Lay-men to per- 
torm ſuch Acts of Charity, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that 
Clergy-men were exempted. One would rather judge 
the ſtreſs of this Injunttion to lye heavier indeed upon 
.them than any elſe, as being more obliged than any 
to lay out whatever exceedeth moderate Diet, and con- 
venient Apparel, by way of Almes to the Poor, and 
not ſquander it in Riot and Carnal Pleaſure, or turn- 
10g it to private advantage ; for whatever they receive 
upon the account of being Miniſters, is ſeparated from. 
common uſe, without any right or liberty of return- 
ing thither again. God 15 the owner of Tithes : and 
Sir Heary Spelman ſaith, The Miniſters are only as his Tru- 
ftees, and as his Almoners that ſhould faithfully diſpenſe 
them to his Penſioatrs, the Poor, the Fatherleſs, the Stran- 
ger, and the Widow. Now let them enquire, what 
the duty 1s, that is incumbent on a Truſtee : Let them 
conſider how they have them, and ought to diſpoſe 
of them. Foritis much to be feared, that at the laſt 
and general Audit,they will find them great Cloggs to 
their Accounts. 

That God claims the Titleand Intereſt of them to 
be in him, and not in the Prieſt, nor in the Levite ; is 
apparent from that, when He ſaith, 7e have Robbed me 
of my Tithes and Offerings. This may plainly wn 

H tnem 


( 34) | 
Sir Henry Spelman de them, that they are but the »/«- 
non temerandis Eccleſt;s. frudtuarii, having the ule and 
profit of them, but not the 
Titles or Property. | 
The Abridgment of And to this purpole Dr. Go- 
the Eculrſiaſiical Law dolphin makes a remark, Thar 
ch, 20. ſet. 3. {ſuch as Impropriators are {6 
denominated, tor that now and 
hereby they are as owners of a Fee-{imple, by reaſon 
of the perpetuity of their Title, whence called Propr:- 
etarii; whereas the Parſons of any Eccleſiaſtical Be- 
nefice are properly, regularly, and ordinarily accoun- 
ted but »ſu-frudtuarii: nor were they any other Ori- 
ginally, and not Domizz, as having any right of Fee- 
{imple in them. 
Ir cannot be ſuppoſed, that any Statute did either 
alter or intend to alter the Primitive Nature and uſe 
of Tithes. Or if it did defign an Alteration ; Ido not 


Tee, ſince they are things Spiritual, and de jure Divino, 


how humane Laws ſhould make them Temporal, as 
they are made when turned: to private and ſecular 
Eſtates and advantage, being by theſe means aliena- 
ted from the Churches uſe. For it is not ſufficient 
for the preſervation of the Spirituality of Tithes, to. 
be in Eccleſiaſtical Perſons hands and Poſſeflions, For 
they may be as much prophan'd by them, as by Lay- 
men, when uſurped and not diſpoſed of to thole uſes 
they were firſt deſigned for. And Sacriledge (being 
not only the taking away , or ſtealing ſome Sacred 
thing, out of ſome Publick Sacred Place, as a Church- 
Bible, or the Calice ; but the turning Eccleſiaſtical 
and holy things to Prophane and Secular uſe, ) may be 
as ſoon committed by the one, by perverting the right 
and proper end. of Tithes ; as by the other, by detain- 


INF . 


(35) 
ing them from the Minifter : his maintenance being 
but one of the three ends for which they were de- 
fgn'd. Though this can be no encouragement to any 
to-detradt the leaſt from what belongs to the Church, 
for the with-drawing of Tithes, 1s a neglecting of our 
duty to Almighty God, for he claims them as due to 
him. 

Of the ſame nature ( ſaith | 
Sir Henry Spelman) That Ori- His Bozk, De non teme- 
gionally they were of, of the ſame Tandis Eccleſus pag. g4. 
ought they ſtill to continue, ma- x 
nente ſubje&o, manet Conſecratio & Dedicatio ; 7ime, 
Place, and Perſons do not change them. When left to 
Poſterity, th:y are ſtill holy. Theretore it may be a 
queſtion, Whether the entailing them upon our Poſte- 
Tities be not an alienating from the Church and if ſo, 
Whether thoſe.perſons that make them over from the 
Church to their Succefſors, may not be attainted of 
the ſame neglect of their duty to God, with them that 
with-draw them? Or whether the Church may not 
juitly lay claim to Eſtates Purchaſed with her obyenti- 
ons, in the behalf of the Poor, her Miniſters, and of 
her own ſelf. | | 

Not but that Ihold it Lawful for Miniſters to make 
proviſion for their Wives and Children, (though there. 
are but few that do it) ifthey have any : tor humani- 
ty it ſelf obliges us to this duty. But then this Pro- 
viſion muſt be made by legal honeſt means; we muſt 
not rob Peter to pay Pant, whilſt we ſupply our own 
Relations wants, by doing ſome notable prejudice elſe- 
where. That is not Charity which is done by uncha- 
Titable Actions: we muſt not deplume the Poor for 
the preſent, to clad our own Pofterity for the future, 


We muſt not ſtarve the needy to provide Superfſuities 
H 2 for 


f 
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| 

| 

| 
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(36) 
for others, nor muſt we commit Sacriledge in order to 
tlie prevention of any ones.wants, though he be our 
deareſt and neareſt Relation. And -though Charity 
begins at home, yet we ſhould not always confine it 
within-our own Walls, it muſt take the Air ſometimes, 
and its walks abroad; for Chrilt teaches us a newer 
Lefſon than what the Proverb ſuggeſts unto us ;. he 
enjoyns us to ſuffer our Charity to be equally. extended 
to ſuch as are equally objects thereof. 

Thus it is notortoully apparent, how Tithes were 
firſt intended, and that they were never deſigned for 
purchaſing Secular Eſtates, or to be any wayes perver- 
ted' to any private Intereſt ; much lets for the majn- 
tenance of any idle perſon. For { faith Sir Henry Spel- 
man ) thy are vow'd and delivered up into the hands: 
ani Poſſeſſion of the Almighty, ( and that not for ſuperſti- 
Zious and idle orders, but meerly for the maintenance of 
his Divine Worſhip, and the Miniſters thereof; ) they are 
z0t now arbitrable, nor to be revoked by any, to the detriment 
of the Church. Where we may take notice by the way, 
that the Labourer is the Minilter ; and that Tithes are 
as little Arbitrable, and to be revoked by one Clergy- 
inan from another, that performs rhe duty ; as by a 
Lay-man from the Miniſter : for a Miniſter may be guil- 
ty of Uſurping them as much as Lay-men, if they re- 
ctive them, and not do the work of the Miniſtry. Nei- 
ther do I indeed conceive any great reaſon, why any 
man that performes not this great work (which ought. 
to have been the ſole end, and deſign of his taking Or- 
ders) can be termed a Miniſter, for if he is a Miniſter, 
he muſt be a Miniſter of the Goſpel of Chriſt; and 
there is no other way to ſhew, or prove ones ſelf tobe 
ſuch, but by Preaching and (to the utmoſt of ones pow+. 
er) propagating the ſame, 

It 
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It was decreed by the Coun- 
cils, That if Avarice had ſeized 
upon any Clergy-man, or Lay- 
man fofar, as they ſhould pre- 
ſume any ways or by any pre- 
tences to turn the profits of 
Eccleftaitical or Secular Bene- 
tices, w hich ought to be 1imploy- 
ed in ſupplying the neceſlit:es 
of the Miniſters and Poor, to 
their own private uſes, uſurp 
or detain them from thoſe, to 
whom of right they do belong, 
ſhould be liable to thoſe 2za- 
themata, or Curſes again(t Sa- 
criledge, with which the Donor 
bound them againl(t ſurprizal , 
untill they waſhed. their hands 
from them, and reſtored them 


to him that ſerved the Church : 


and that whatſoever Clergy- 
man ſhall have a hand in ſuch 
Uſurpation, ſhould be depriv- 
ed of his Livings, and be inca- 
pable of holding any more 
hereafter, ec. 


Conc. To. 35.f. 553. 

Si quem Clericorum aut 
Laworum in tantum malo- 
rum ominum radix cnpidi- 
tas occupaverit, ut alicujus 
Eccleſia ſeu cujuſdim ſecn- 
laris bencficts bona, ecnſwua, 
fruftus, emolumenta, ſe 
quaſcunque obuentiones,quz 
in miniſtrorum ac pauperum 
neceſſitates convert aebent , 
per ſe, wel per alios, vive 
rimore, ſen quacunque arte 
aut quocunque colore 1n pro- 
prios ufus convertere et uſur- 
pare preſump/erit, ſeu im-. 
peaire, ne ab alus, ad quos 
jure pertinent , perciptantur, . 
is Anathemati tamdiu ſub- 
Jaceat, quamdin bona res, 
fruTtu:, qu 5 occupaverit, 

ol qui ad enum quomodocun- 
q, etiam ex donatione ſup- 
poſite perſone pervenertt, 
Eccleſie ejuſdem admin:- 
ſtratori integre reſtituerit, 
Cc. Clerici qui nefande hit- 
Juſmod': frauds et uſurpati- 
onis hujuſmodi fabricate;* 
ſeu confentiens fuerit, ef 
drm penis ſubjaceat, nec 


non quibuſcunque Beneficis privatus ſit, & ad alia Beneficia inhabits 


efficiatur, Fc. 


Equeſtion whether thoſe perſons, that engroſs Plu-- 
ralities of Livings, may not be guilty of that Crime 
of Uſurpation and Detention ; whilſt they diſſeize and. 


wrongfully keep out the Curates of their lawful Rights 


(39) 

and Intereſt to them : for if any man can claim any 
more right or property to Tithes, than meerly the 
uſe of them ; certainly it muſt be he, that performs 
the duty, for which they-were Inſtituted. And it has 
been ſafticiently proved, - That as one- perſon cannot 
undergo the charge of more Cures of Souls than of 
one : foneither can one in Conſcience lay claim to the 
profits of more than of one Cure. Every one ſhould 
drink of the water of his own Well, eatot the milk of 
his own Flock, ſhear the'wooll of his own Sheep, 
live by the fruit of his own Vineyard. Ln: 

It is much therefore (I ſay ) tobe queſtioned, whe- 
ther by their Engroſlments they do not deſtroy God's 
Intereſt jn them, whilit they deſtroy that end for which 
God hath deſigned them : (viz.) For the maintenance: 
of him only that performes the duties of that Church, 
whereunto they belong ; and they are allowed to the 
Miniſters, as Wages for their ſervice done to the 
Church. For it is not the having of a meer Title to a 
Living or Church, that denominates one truly a Mi- 
niſter ; but the faithful undertaking and performance 
of the charge of that Church, 

One Clergy-man therefore by Monopolizing Bene- 
fces, and turning the profits of them to his own pri- 
vate advantage, perverts Tithes from the right uſe, 
and injures another as much, as a Lay-man can, by 
not paying them ; all 1s but perverting and corrup- 
ting them, though by different perſons : and Tithes 
do as little belong to the one; as to the other ; if we 
once remove that conſideration of performing the du- 
tics incumbent upon every Receiver thereof. 

Though rhere is no reaſon or conſequence (and God 
frbid- it ſhould be any mans deſire) .That the Inſtitu- 
tion be made /V#/!, becauſe of the ſucceeding miſde- 

meanors 


(39) 
meanours and abuſes committed againſt them ; for God 
is the Proprietary or owner ; .as it hath been Eviden- 
ced by ſeveral : for as much as he, who 1s the true 
owner of ſuch Donation , cannot poſhbly in any wiſe 
offend ; whatever his Receivers. entruſted under him; 
do: neither may the giſt 1t ſelf be thereiore juſtly ſei- 
zed upon or taken away. Thy 

Now if detention of Tithes be Sacriledge 1n a Lay- 
manzcan we aſſign it a milder denomination ina Cler- 
gy-man? I would willingly allow them their own Be- 
efit (T mean that of the Clergy,) yet it will hardly 
excuſe them ; for one would be apr to judge the Crime: 
of a higher degree, when committed by the latter, it 
circumſtances (as certainly they do) add to the maltg- 
nity of the AQ. It therefore it be inexcuſable in the: 
one, how comes 1t about, 'that it ſhould be commen- - 
dable and allowed in the other ? T will ſay thus much 
for our qualifed men, That they have one- qualification. 
{uperadded ; being capacitated above all others to im- 
prove Vice (though not Vertue')' to a higher ſpectes of | 
Evil. os 3.240) ot, | | 

All that they alledge 1s, That'they'do allow com-- 
petent Salaries ('being poor pittancts of their ſhort Be-- 
nevolences) to their Curates ; and that they are provi- 
ded for, anſwerable to their parts. Truly, I cannot 
conceive, how they. ſhould judge what 1s ſufficient for - 
others, that know nor the extent of their own unſa-- 
tiable Appetites. . Beſides, this 1s an Opprobrinm vittts, 
Is it not a ſad thing to have ones milzties thus aug-- 
meated by reproaches 2 Is not their condition miſera- - 
ble enough, im that they are forced to live upon ſuch- 
icantiallowances, without being cenſured; as undeſer-- 
ving of. any more ?. Have they Parts for'ithe calling: of 
the- Miniſtry, and have they not parts for the Mainte-- 

nance? 


> , 


| ( 40 ) 
nance? Arethey worthy to diſcharge the Cures, and 
are not they worthy toenjoy them ? Some men would 
fain perſwade their Curates to be mear NVaturalls, and 
if they could bring them once to that paſs, as to refuſe 
Mony, then they have their own deſire: but this they 
will hardly effe& ; for Nature hath contrived a cun- 
ning way to pleaſe us all, ſhe ſupplies our defe©:s of 
Wir,with a good conceit of our ſelves ; there is ſcarce 
one of us, but thinks himſelf abundantly ſtocked with 
Natural Parts ; though we make afſhiduous Invettives 
againſt Fortune for dealing {o niggardiy by us, in the 
Diſpenſations of her Gifts. Though in effeCt it is the 
{ame thing as it ſtands with them now ; for they keep 


the Curates ſo ſhort, that they will hardly afford them 


the opportunity of a refuſal. 

Certainly, if Poverty and Ignorance render part of 
the Clergy contemptible, we may eaſily gueſs , who 
are the cauſe of their Poverty, and conſequently of 
their Ignorance; having not where-withal to procure 
Books tor their improvement, And that part, which 
thus make the other deſpicable, muſt needs bring up- 
on themſelves an equal Contempt, with an Odizumz to 
boot. Do not we Ge how the People forſake them;as 
ſelf-ſeekers 2 How the Gentry Cenſure them, as un- 


.conſcionable 2 How ſome of their own Profeſſion ab- 


hor them, as Invaders of their Places, and Preferments ? 
The Law can hardly ſecure them. Authority can ſcarce 
prote& them from all the affronts and baffles, that ma- 
lice and fury ſuggeſt to an incenſed People, .The ſo- 
ber and ſerious part both of Clergy and Laity ere 
amazed to ſee ſuch Covetous Men to make up a part 
of the Church ; who by their irregularities and miſ{- 
demeanours, inſtead of bearing a part in her Harmo- 
ny and keeping Concord, interrupt it, and cauſe Dilſ- 
cord. One 


(4T) 

One has ſtrongly endeayou- 
r@ to remove the Imputation 
of contempt from the Clergy, 
or(at leaſt) to prove, That nei- 
ther Poverty nor Ignorance could infer contempt, but 
withal ingenuouſly confeſſeth,that he himſelf was never 
much inlove with the former, (though he recommends 
her to others, )how far he might be engaged co the later, 
I know not ; his Patronizing her,ſhews ſomewhat of an 
Engagement and Obligation ; for though he tells us, 
he intended it nor, yet he writes an ample Panegyrique 
in her commendation ; (tor which-many of us mult ac- 
knowledge our ſelves to be highly and over-head and 
cars obliged unto him.) I remember #raſmmw, in his 
Atorie Encominm, introduces Folly, (whoſe property it 
is 10 todo,) making a ſpeech in her own Praiſe : and 
tor ought I know, Ignorance being nearly allied to 
her, may preſume to claim the ſame Prerogative. 

The ſame perſon tellsus, That the Church of Z- 
gland is not {orich, fat, and well-liking as She has been, 
and conſequently, not able to ſettle ſuch plentiful Por- 
tions upon her younger Children , as She woulds 
where he fuppoſles, all that are deſtituce of Benefices 
ro be the younger Children, let them be ever fo de- 
ſerving, and of long ſtanding. Truly a very prett 
excuſe : Idonotſee any likelihood , that the Churc 
ſhould ever be in a capacity to make better proviſion 
for them, whilſt the Elder take all. Certainly, She 
never deſigned to ſtarve her younger Children. Tr is 
they that have learned this Turkiſh Inhumanity, to put 
= younger Brothers to Death , whilſt the Elder 

eg. : 

Pluralities are the ruine of Scholars, as well_as of 
Churches,they neceſſitate them to dangerous _— 
es 


In a Book Intituled 
A Vindication of the Cler- 
Ly, GC. 
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fes and Thoughts. Muſt they provoke their Brethren 
to Diſcontent, by taking up all the encouragements -of 
their Studies, all their Emploiments and hopes 2. How 
many hopeful young men in City and Country are for- 
ced to want, or which is worſe, to live upon their 
{mall Penſions, and what-is natural to Parts and Inge- 
nuity to deſpair their Fortunes, and to envy them ? 
Hence it is, ({aith one) That they lo readily , hopeleſs 
of any Regular favour, apply themſelves toPopular ap- 
plauſe, that their compliance may gain among the Yul- 
gar, what their Merits could not among them. 

Upon this in ſhort time, muſt needs enſue great Tg- 
norance of true Religion, and the ſervice of God; and 
thereby great decay of Chritftian Profeſſion: for what 


- encouragement is there left, for any to apply them- 


ſelves, or their Sons, or any other that they have in 
charge, to the Study of Divinity, when after long and 
paintul Studies, they have Proſpect of nothing, where- 
upon to live ; eſpecially , when they ſee themſelves 
brought to that miſery, as to be undone by their own. 
Brethren * | 

Were it not a Sin, methinks the ill conſequences of 
Pluralitics might ſufficiently diſſwade them ; for they 
daily ſink under Envy. They give occaſicn to them that 
ſeek occaſion of cenſuring them, which diſgraces them, 
The diſcontent of others endangers them. They 
incenſe their beſt Friends to be enemies, to their Or- 
dersand Calling. They provoke God, that hitherto-. 
upheld them, by abuſing the Maintenance, which he al- 
tows for his Service, and Servants, to their own adyan- 
tage. I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon this point, having. 
already ſufficiently demonſtrated, how adverſe Plura- 


lities, eſpecially of Cures, have been in all ages to Ca- 


nons, Laws, Stetutes and Decrees of Councils, ancient 
Fathers, 


(43) : 

Fathers and DoCQtors of the Church : though for their 
further ſatisfaction, I defire them to have rccourſe to 
the One and Twentieth Chapter of Hughes Parſons 
Law. _ And to the Four and twentieth Chapter of- Go- 
aolphins Abridement of the Feckſiaftical Zaw, where he 
tells us, what an ill Preſident the Court of Rome has 
been, and how miſchievous to the Common-wealth 
of Chriſtendom in that the Temporal Princes in imi- 
tation of the Pope have uſed their Prerogative to difſ- 
pence with their Penal Laws, and Statutes ; when as 
before they cauſed them to be Religiouſly obſerved. 
Laws were Eſtabliſhed with an intent to be ſtrictly 
kept: and could Men lay aſide thoſe Covetous hu- 
mours of theirs, there need not be ſuch breaches as 
theſe 1n them. 


(44 ) 


THE SECOND 


ADDRESS. 


That none may be admitted into Holy 
* Orders, or into any EcclefuaStical 
Promotion, that have not arrived to 


a Maſter of Arts Degree. 


| H E reaſonableneſs of this appears from the Mul- 
titude of raw Youths, who haſten out of the 
UQniveriities to teach others, when as they themſelves 
are {carce initiated in the firſt Fundamental Principles 
of Religion ; and little apprehending the danger of 
Simony and Perjury, run themſelves upon Precipices, by 
embracing Preterments upon unlawful and diſhoriou- 
rable Propoſals. 
| It is a great pity, that ſeve- 

Parſon's Councellour, Tal large Pariſhes, (as Sir Simor 
1 Book, Chap. 7. Degge well oblerves ) ſhould be 

| left in many places to the care 
of ſome Boys, that came bur the other day from School, 
and perhaps fitter to be there {till ; whilſt the Shep- 
herd that takes the Fleece, either Feaſts it out in his 
Lord's Family, or takes his Eaſe upon his Prebend or 
Deanary. 

Though it is not to be queſtioned, but our Chur- 
ches Ordination is Legal and Regular in its Circum- 
{tances and proper in its form, being derived from the 

: Primitive 


(45 
Primitive Biſhops as they were Ordained by the Ap:- 
ſtles, and they, by Jeſus Chriſt :' yet if the great Cz'- 
ling of Miniſters be fallen below its Native Glory, an: 
Primitive Reverence, the World cannot tmpute th:, 
decay to any thing, ſo much, as the tolemn Inveſtur: 
of raw Young Men thereunta, They can hardly ha: 
any eſteem in the World, Men being naturally inclin': 
to deſpiſe them for their Youth, being ( as One fait!: 
of them ) unſtable in their Ways, unſettled in the:; 
Minds, weak in. their. Diſcourſes, unexperienced in 
their Behaviour, not Even, orderly and ſtayed in the: : 
Converſations to the grief of all good Men, that hig'.- 
iy eiteem ali M.nifters for their Works-ſake, to rh- 
joy of thoſe evil Men, that have ill-will at $zoz ;, wh.: 
ciy, Ava, Aha: fo would we have it. And a-Preji- 
dice once faitned npon Mens perſons, often renders 
their Inftructions regardleſs and their Do&rine ſuc- 
ccfleis. 

It was Czpids effteminate Face and Youth, made Ph.:- 
bu give ſuch a contemptible reply, 


Quidg; tibi, Laſcive purr, cum fortibus arms 


The {ame Lack of Diſcretion, and Tender Year:, 
that made Phaeton ambitious to drive the Suns Charjo:, 
rendred him incapable, and cauſed his Father to rc- 
pent of his Promiſe, and to diſlwade him, | 

Andit is much to be feared, That want of Diſcre- 
tion makes many Striplings {ſo haſtily to intrude int» 
Orders, and Repent at their leiſure; who for their 
raſhneſs muſt expe& to be condemned by the Peopl:, 


and to have the ſame retort from them, by way o: 


SCorn, as Phaeton had from his Father Phebus, by we y 
of advice. 


OST OT 


————DG EE 


vo oma A SI "IS, en re 


p by tg) . Wo a # ”% # pon 
Ni ed LO Z > : . * to ie Bu 2t WE x0. - 
Hg hl ts : LY Ie” es : Sa . > . : A. ——— 
NEDSS _ pps} gen -rmahs TEL of —_— ImrIrE ak 1 —_— FE: 
4 nog rear tg fe red _— - - _- _ rebeghd - wr ” 
8 II Vere ARKE, Fn * _ 3-44 - $9p ner — - _ PII - W po 
; 2 : 5 16 
e ah AG? IEIENe : . *: 
p IS 1 - 


to. xg 


odd SECT LA I, Ed 
$:*1o <a Boe eo i en 8 
ARIES 
Woh rr when ne urn rea n tp <A, 


m——_— 
wa op oe, 4 — Mien boat $2. EV =, 
= _—_ —_— _— Sgt $599 2omps when bun Ps en Ra 452 a 
PRI I 7 + SIPIES __ —o—ono ro 
bo We. \ aw T5 5" > ay TS: 
” PEE ” - 


(46 ) 


Magna petis Phaeton, & que non viribus iſftis 
Meunera conveninnt, nec tam puerilibus anni : 


 Neſeins ajjeitas.—— 


We could heartily wiſh, That this Petition were 
* brought to effteQ;,or that there were a ſtint contri- 
ved ſome other ways, till they that are already Or- 
dain*d could be in ſome meaſure provided for. For 
rhey are ſo numerous, that they wiſh earneſtly for 
War, that might {weep a great parcel of them away ; 
and in caſe they cannot. procure Chaplains places, 
they are ready to liſt themſelves for Common Soldi- 
ers, and think it a Preferment too, as the times go 
with them now z chooſing rather to play at a ſmall 
Game at Sea, than ſtand out, or ſtarve themſelves 
upon Land. | 


(47 J 
THE THIRD 


A D DRESm» 


That every Patron, both Spiritual ana 


Temporal ( excepting his Majeſty 
and the Royal Family ) be required 
to take an Oath, before whom your 
Honours ſhall! think meet : T hat He, 
or any other (to his Knowledge) never 
did, nor will Receive any thing, nor 
| require any Promiſe directly, or in- 
_ direttly for Preſenting, &c. as well 

as the Clerk, that he gave nothing 

for being Preſented, &c. 


His may not ſeem to be too unreaſonable and Pe- 
remptory a requeſt to any ;- nor can the Patron 
himſelf think this Oath any great Impoſition z eſpeci- 
ally, if he pleaſes to refle& upon the difficulty, or in- 
deed the Impoſſibility of being inveſted into any 
Eccleſiaſtical Promotion, without - contraQting the 


guilt of Sony or Pezjury: Hence it is, that they , 


Md be who areendued with fence of Religion, dread a Deity .. 
: ang 
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(48) 
and make Conſcience of an Oath, can hardly procure 
wherewithal to ſubſiſt, being the beſt Preferments are 
- = qpgpgd purchaſed for the moſt undeſerving per- 
ons, | | | 
For it is uſual for ſome Patrons, (when a ſmall 
Living falls) having as right ſpecial an Triſh Oak, as ever 
iprung out of Erzliſh Soil ; or an old Horſe to recom- 
mend to their young Zewites , to cloſe with the beſt 
Chapmen ; (and if I may make bold to uſe another per- 
lons expreſſions) they require no more Zatzize skill in 


their Clerks, than to render (quantum abs 7 ) foreither 


of the Commodities, into Current Zzliſþ many. Thus 
they put off ſome.over-riddez foundered Fad? or other x 
or Perhaps the poor harmleſs wretches muſt be wheed- 
led,and unawares drawn into the /Vooſe of Matrimony, 
with ſome Pregnant. /Viece or Abigal, without any other 
Dowry than that intrinfick worth {he has within her, 
[ mean, the Panſ-en Belder, And the poor Clerks 
only Comfort is, thar it is ready cut azd dryd to his 
hand, and hopes the Iflue to be uf a good breed and 
a Tight ſtrain. God: forbid, that thns.Cenlure ſhould 
be paſſed upon all Patrons ; for Tam ſure we have ſome 
who can freely Sacrifice their Lives with their Eftates 
to ſerve the Church , yet our Age can afford too too 
many inſtances of unworthy, ſordid corrupt Practices 
of this nature. And if there be any, that are ſo. far 


- degenerated, and fallen from that true :;gexuize Eppliſh 
$1rit, -asto farget Honour and Honeſty, by expoiing 


4 Living to Sale, and ſtooping to ſuch bate Pribes ; 


take it for granted, we need not be long a finding out 


{me S/0z, as forgetful of Conſcience, to bid mo- 
ay for tne Jame. Fe , 


Some Colledges too in the Univerſities afford us 


ſomething] of this Nature; when a Man cannot pro- 
| Cure 


xt 


(49), 
cure a Reſignation of a Fellowſhip, without giving 
' a brace of Hundred pounds for a Key of a Study. 
Did all Patrons condeſcend to take this Oath, they 
would lay thereby no greater Obligation upon them- 
ſelves, than what they were already obliged in point of 
Honour, Honeſty, and Conſcience; to ſtand-to : there- 
fore I dare preſume thus far, That -perſons of good 
honeſt Intentions, and generous Thoughts will nor, (as 
they need not) {cruplezor take it as an Impoſjtion. - And 
indeed were both Patrons and-their Clerks; or-either 
of the Parties as honeſt, as they ſhould-be, there. would 
be no need of this Oathatall. Therefore many could 
wiſh-the Oach were taken by the Patrons as well as by 
the Clerks, and more ſtrialy kept; orquite laid aſide: 
for I do not think that S;»-202y would. be ever the more 
frequently practiſed, than now itis, if this Oath was 
aboliſhed. And (as the caſe ſtands now) there is al- 
moſt a Necellity impoſed upon the Clerks, either to 
the breaking. his Oath; if he expeQs to be Poſleſt of a 
Living, orelſe utterly to lay alide-the thoughts and 
hopes of being: ever: Preferred. + So that (ſince he has 
entred 'into:: Orders,vand taken the: Calling of- Mini- 
ftry upon him,) he 1s rendred incapable of any' other 
worldly: Imployment. And ſo conſequently, he is re- 
duced. to: this miſery, either to be.out of capacity to 
{ubiſtand! live in the. World , or put himſelf into a 
capacity. tolive,. by pawning his own Soul, and lehd- 
ing the whiole courſe of his Life in a continued Per- 
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 pertainmg "to the $ piritual Court. be 
E jablijbed, With: Penalties for the 

Reception of more e that what the T a- 
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i . ;] ff: C43 \ [{5. | 
"He PPT 4 Saline (it ſtems!) 'of fone” coriupt: 
> Under-Officers, that lately:;exattedupon ſome 
poor. Clerks, in demainding above Eight pounds ;Fees: 
for: Inſtitution: and. Jnduction,:Withoutany:Canon'or 
Statute for the fame; _ the ung. this Ads 
dreſs, to, the, Bagliaments..,c: 1 

It 3s made a queſtion by "a Whether: any. thing 
2; all ought wh taken-or given for Letters of Orders, 
Inſtitution, and;;InduQion:: aid it is thought: toibe'a- 
thing iof. 10 long. and: frequent a; 'PraQtice., that-uſe 
only hath. made it ſeem'Laiwful; by which means; it. 
is ſwallowed as a due Fee, without any further eX-. 
amination or. inquiry into the matter. 

Sir $702 Deoge. quotes De- 
crees of ſeveral Councils, and 
Canons, againſt ſelling of Or- 
ders; pr the like, which forbid any thing at all to be. 
given: 


Chap. F- Book, 1. 


(En) 
'given'for them; and ſeem! torender tligſt Fees we-call 
Ancient: and . Juft, Unjuſtand:BxaQted; 7-7 

 We-may afſign-the' denomination of 2Pee, or what 
terme, we. pleaſe toawhatois-piverifor! Orders/Tnftt- 
tution, :and*Indution;:\c>c0 bir:thes/iti5/cofrimorily 
argued, thargrwhat: connophe? procured /g#arf7 miſt” be 
ſuppoſed-to beipaid for;bur what is paidforis bought; 
and what is bought by one, muſt-be fold by another. 
What validity this -has in it-I know (not; for I fee 
no reaſon till, why we ſhould notipay fof rhe Inftru: 
ment of. Orders,Letters:of| Inftitvttof; 5. therefore 
we ſuppoſe thele' Fees to! be'in- lieu thereof, and" fot 
no other end or deſign. But then to this Effe&, Sir S:- 
70u Degge quotes Canons of 
our own, that limit the Clerks 
| Fee to Twelve pence, for Inſti- 
. tution and Collation, and Six- 
pence for Letters of Orders. 
Now. whether- thoſe Fees in thoſe days, when theſe 
Canons were made, were equivalent to theſe of ours, 
I know not, 

In the ſame Chapter, he quotes a Statute, that pu- 
niſhes , as well the Giver, as the Receiver of a grea- 
ter Fee or Reward, than the ordinary and juſt Fees 
for 'to be Ordained or made Miniſter, &c. but that 
the ftreſs of this Puniſhment is more ſevere, and 
lies heavier upon the Clergy-man, than the Officer ; 
in .that the Officer forteits but Forty ſhillings, the 
Clergy-man Ten Pounds, beſides a Seven years incapa- 
city of holding Livings, that lies upon him. 

Therefore we hope this will not ſeem beneath. the 
confideration, or unworthy of any perſons undertak- 
ing and promoting it, ſince it isof no ſmall Impor- 
tance. For the Officer, ( knowing his Penalty to be but 
light, and payable with what he extorts from the 
K 2 Clerk 


Parſons Councellor, 
Book 1. Ch, 5. The ſecond 
Edition, 
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Clerk over and above.) if. he is minded to be ſo- baſe 
and corrupt, may demand what he will, the Clerk be- 
ing never the wiſer ( eſpecially,fince Fees vary-in eve- 
Ty Diocels,). being not able to contradict him, or per- 
haps the Circumſtances of that Nick of time ( as it 
does often fall out ). not-permitting him to ſtand to 
argue the caſe, or go to diſprove him : ſo that the 
Clerk frequently commits $:/mory upawares to him- 
ſelf, or againſt will ; and hazards thoſe Penalties men- 
tioned 1n. the Statute ,. did'any. perſon well ' know 


how toqueſtion. him : which -we might eaſily know, 


were. there, ſuch a Table once agreed upon. 


(53) 
THE FIFTH 


ADDRESS. 


That all eAppropriate V icarages be aug - 
mented, (where the Profits will bear 
it) to a Hundred pounds per An- 
num. Becarſe there are many now 
that are not endowed with competent 


Salaries. 


Heſe Appropriations anciently and Originally 
came from the Pope, afterwards tollerated by- 
Kings. And it was reſolved, That none could be capa- 
ble of an Appropriation , but 
a Body corporate or Politick- Godolph. Abriag. of Ec- 
Spiri-1al which have a ſucceſſi- ©le/- Law, Ch. 20.1. 8. 
on. For that the Effed of an — 
Appropriation, as to the firſt Inſtitution thereof, was 
to make the Body Politick perpetual Incumbent, and 
to have the Reftory, and that he hath the Cure of all 
' Souls of the Pariſhioners, and therefore he muſt be a 
Spiritual Perſon, | 
And Sir Henry Spelman ſaith, , D* non temeranats Ec- 
That they were but Parſonages #/- P38-44 5- 
with Cures of Souls annexed, | 


and Appropriated to a prerticular Abby, or ſome r 
| ligious 


(54) | 
1ligious Houſe. And that one of their own Fraterni- 
ty did duly officiate the Cure ; until the Statute of R.z. 
Prohibited the Appropriating any Church, unleſs a 
Vicar be conveniently endowed to read Divine Service, 
and keep Hoſpitality. * | | | 


-, Thus Appropriations were'Charg'd with Cures of 
Souls, and they that had them, were ſubje& to the 
Burthens, that lie ſo heavily upon the Head of every 
Miniſter : Therefore at their Original, they were made 
only'to Spiritual perſons, as were qualified to: Admini- 
fer the Sacramental Ordinances, and perform Divine 
Service themſelves: It being held athing'Abominable, 
both againſt the Law of God,and the Law of the Realm, 
to grant Appropriations to ſuch perſons as were not 
capable of theſe performances. For Bereficiums nom da- 
fur jp propter officium : and truly it is fit, that he that 
refuſes the Duty, ſhould go without the Benefice. 

But ſince the end and ule thereof is changed, / and 
that for the worle) from what it was at the Original 
Inſtitution thereof. For though firſt they were gran- 
ted only to Eccleſiaſtical Perſons,fince the grant there- 

n of has been gradually enlarged 

Abridg. Eccleſ. Law, and extended to ſuch as were 

Ch. 20, 'Seft. 2.  notcapableof performing ſuch 

| duties, as were required ; or 
at leaft, to ſuch that would not perform them. Now 
we ſee Appropriations are become as Lay-Inheritan- 
ces, and acapted as well to perſons Secular, as well as 
Eccleſiaſtical ; who take the Profits thereof to their own 
proper uſe, hardly maintaining a Vicar upon the place 
to ſerve the Cure, SS 

Neither dol ſee any reaſon, why the King, by His 
Letters Patents may not appropriate.a Church Parochi- 
al, which was before Preſentative, to a Lay-Corpora- 

* * tion, 


xl 


4 \ 
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ted by the Ordinaries, as they thought fit. 


(55) 


tion, all the members of the Corporation being meer 


Lay-men, as well as to Spiritual perſons, fince thoſe 
Spiritual perſons that have them,make them over now 


to Lay-men. They are now made Lay-Parſonages, and 


the one may be called a Parſon :mparſonce, that is Par-- 


ſon No-Parzſon, as well as the other. 


Though theſe ſpiritual Mo-' 
nopolies were not quite fup- 
preſſed, as has bin by ſeveral 


Ibid. | Sect, Js 


tormerly endeavoured ; yet there were Laws made- 


that took care in making proviſion for the Vicar ; for 

it was ordained by the Kings, that in every Licence. 
of Appropriations, it ſhould be expreſly appointed, that. 
the Dioceſan of the place ſhould take care to provide 
an annual competency, or convenient ſum of Mony; to 
be yearly. iſſuing and paid out of the Parſfonage-Fruits 
of that Pariſh,' towards the maintenance of the Poor 
thereof; . and for a ſuMcient ſubſiſtance and endow- 
ment of the. Vicar. And thoſe Appropriations were 
not good in Law, that had not | 
{ufficient endowment . for the: 
Vicarage, which was appoain- 


i 


Toid. Set, 12, 


} 


But now we frequently lee others fſacrilegioufly 
rob the Church, to cnrich themſelyes, whilſt the V1- 
cars their Deputies have nothing for their ſervice, bur. 
thoſe ſmall ' offals and refuſe of Tithes, as might . be, 
well {pared out of the- weightier Granaries thereof. 
Thus the poor Vicar ſhall have ſomething like a cer- 
fain portion, which 1s nothing | 
as it. were, conſidering how 
plentifully the Church 1s en- 1215; 
dowed, whilſt the Abbot and the Covent, and their. 
Lay-Succeifors ſhall be the Parſons, and receive ths. 

F MAIN. 


Tbid. Seft. 2. 


Abt 


CO Dee OPER Ge der Eire eh HE 


£2 xg TS, 


EEG Punt inn” oi ae operons n 
= —_ £25 + - - 
—_— ere - or SET) 49He- 62" 8 


TRTh..: 
7 


| (.56 ) 
main profits, .and ſo live by the Altar without wait- 
ing on it, and be Re-baptized by the Law with the 
name of Parſons Imparſonees. 


REN Therefore upon thele Sta- 
' Vide Sir Henry Spelman tutes it will concern the owners 
' De non temeranas Feeleſ. of Churches Appropriated 
PS 5» lince 15 Ric. 2. toſee, That out 

of the Profits of the Church, 
a conyenient ſum of Mony be yearly paid tothe poor 
Pariſhioners, and a Vicar Endowed; as the Statute of 
the 15 of Ac 2. appoints; or elſe the Statute 4. /Z. 4. 
avoids the Appropriation, and then the Church be- 
comes again Preſentative. ; 


Now let them, whether they be Clergy-men or Lay- 
men ; andeſpecially the former, ſeek and ſatisfie them- 
ſelves ; whether they having theſe Tithes and Appro- 
priations, are not tyed in Law and Conſcience, or in 
the Law of Conſcience, to pertorm the Duties. < 


A Tay-man was thuught uncapable, of havinga 
Church Appropriated to bim , becauſe he could nct 
take upon him the Cure of Souls that went always 
with the Church. But if Spiritual Men omit, and 
negle& the Charge of thoſe Cures; or not undergo 
them themſelves, they are to be elteemed as ny 
of themzas the other is uncapable. | 


Sir H:nry Spelman ſaith , Tithes are in Commor- 
Law termed Spiritual things, becauſe they are annex- 
ed to the Spiritual Office ; and notthat they belong to 
Spiritual Men, without any conſideration of this Office. 
Therefore I do not fee how any Man, whether _ 
| Titua 
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1s as much alienated as the other, 
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Duties. Miniſters can not, or at leaſt 6fipHht' nut ts! 
ceive Tithes under pretence only of being in Orders, 
and for nothing elſe, any more than Lay-men, for 
they as little belong to the one as the other , this duty 
being once removed ; owners of Appropriations ſeem 
to be 11] Preſidents to the Owners of Impropriations. 
Though the former frequently exclaim againſt the lat- 
ter ; yet I do not ſee any great difference between an 
Appropriation and Impropriation, ſaving only this 
the one being obtained from-the Crowntor ever, the 
other from ſome Clergy-men for Lives, or ſo many 
ears. - 
If therefore the Impropriatars be ſaid to be Sacri- 
—_— ( as ſome have Cenſured them ) becauſe they 
do\ifiÞt reſign up their Right and Title ; or becauſe the 
perſon that ſerves the Church and has the Cure of 
Souls, hath not the Tithes. I do not ſee how the ow- 
ners of Appropriations, or Apropriators can free them- 
ſelves from the ſame imputation. For the one partey 
lows him who ſerves. the. Cure as.much.as.the other. 
nd Appropriations, as well as Impropriations, with 
their Oblations and Tithes are made Lay and Temporal, 
as long as the Owners thereof make them over to 
Lay-men by Leaſes; and they hold the profits ad propri- 


um ſuum uſum, as much as the Impropriators ; beſides 


the one belong as little to the Church as the other, and 
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The Church hath no more of the Tithes of either of 
them, than what is laid out _ himthat ſerves her, 
or upon the Poor of the Pariſh. - 

We heard of ſeyeral, who were perſwadedpreſently 
upon the reading of Sin Henry Spelman's Treatiſe, to 
reſtore to. the Church their Impropriations ;: I wiſh 


he were yet living to perſwade a Reſtitution of 
Appropriations. | 


£ K-51 


' 


" FI 
EEE i. 
" ADDRESS. 
T hat if there be any idle debauched Cler- 
gy-men,whagive more ſcandalouſly, and 

to a greater diſhonour of Religion,than 
thoſe who have diſpenſations for Plu- 
ralities and Non-reſidency, that Bi- 
ſhops be impowr'd upon the Teſtimony 
of two Witnaſſes immediatly to ſuſpend 
them from their office and Benefice 


without any further demurs or procee- 


dings in Law. 


a relation to the firſt ; nor - indeed -could I infiſt 
any longer upon it, for the Printer interrupted my pen ; 
Otherwiſe T wold have ſpoke more at large or perhaps 
leſs and more to the purpoſe. The Time being ſhort I 
ſhall only add a ond or two (as their uſual Phraſe is) 
by way ofexhortation to ſome of them, and conclude 


I ſhall not be very pro/ix upon this Head, being it has 


as abruptly as themſelves, with a ſo much at this time. 


Some men have had the confidence to preach againſt 
Pluraliſts, and a — 4; when they _— 
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felves were poſleſt” of Pluralities of Cures. I would 
that ſuch perſons g9, apply 19 themſelves what they 
preach to others. Re FR OE 


bat would take bgzd how-. they clagmber over 
fenghs of gtty ; break" ought Hydges|bF oht, trel- 
| po liallowkd caClolures>.haw they get weatth 


into their poſſeſſion through uſurpation or detenſion 
of ſpoil gendrapine,: which they aught todiſgorge.. 


\.F lag ghey\ would take. heed thgg! do: not deem, their 
mite of grace a-Falent, their Mole-lull a, Mountain, 
thier {n5aking/fax, the ftrong. and blazing flame of 
ſome; mighty Bookre. ok on IL 
"That they take. care to pull firſt the Beams out 
of their own eyes, that they may with more perſpicu- 


ity. diſcern the. Motes that are, worthers!. 
_ *That they do apply- what Fey Teas and preach 
to their own conſtiences: 2s wellas boaſt of laying it 
home to ſcare others, _ That they-truly. be what they 
perſwade to. OY My oe 
_ Foralktheir preaching will be of little efficacy, if it 
be not ſeconded by Examples : being, the nature of 
man is more apt to be guided by Examples than by 
Precepts ; eſpecially by the Types of men eminently 
leaxned., -and of great, repute for piety and. godlineſs. 
Such. mgn are as, Looking-Glaſſes.to, the; places where 
they live, by which. molt: perſons dreſs themſelves. 
Fhey mult therefore (as .an unknown Author faith) 
© look their lives, be- lueh, as. may ſhe v. they. beheve 
. *themfelyes, whilſt they, go about.to perſwade others. 
* He thar ſhall with never TopreGiagargumene dehort 
*a man. from that (io, qghich, be kunislt at ithernext 
© opportipity commits; wall ever he ſuppoied taheve 
*any real ill, opinion, g4.46 , but rathgp, '{o- peſſiinads 
; as ESE NED alove 


('53 ) | 
*a love, thathe 15 jealous any but kimſelf ſhould have 
© its embraces ; and thenſurely this will be fo far from 
* averting, that it will excite the appettte of the other 
* to taſt -of that which he ſees is thought ſo defirable, 
© as' to He Monopolized. | GET 

Perſons 'can never bring any to contemn the vanity 
of worldly greatneſs by exclaiming againſt it, if in the 
mean time, they themſelves delight in nothing more, 
than to be clad in Purple and fine Linnen, and fare de- 
lictouſly every day. For the requiring us to contemn 
this world in hopes of a better, is (as a Learned Di- 
vine of our Church faith upon another account) juſt 
like the commendation of the excellency of faſting at 
a full meal ; and of the conveniency of poverty by one, 
who makes the greateſt haſt to be rich. 

That perſons may not therefore offer ſo great a con- 
tradition to their DoErine by their Examples, Let 
them with Chrif* make choice of a life, remote from 
all ſuſpicion of deſigns upon this worlds Goods. 

«Things that are ſet in fome high and eminent pla- 
* ces, do naturally attra&t mens eyes to them: fo thar 
©eminency of condition wherein Miniſters are placed, 
* render theiraQaions more obſervable. They are like the 
* City our Saviour ſpeaks of, {et on an hill, and have by 
_ that -advantagious Scityation, the means of making 
©their light ſhine farther than other mens. And 
© therefore it ought to be their' conſtant care: by the 
©bright luſtre of their exa& and exemplary converlſa- 
© tion, to enlighten the whole Sphxre wherein they 
© move. Would they make this their united deſign, 
* what a happy conſtellation of auſpicious Stars would 
they prove, by whoſe benign aſpect the ſterility oi 
© yulgar minds may be cured, and even thoſe clods be 


*inſpirited and rendred capable of excellent produCti- 
| ONS. 


SG 


"IEEE jams baton ory " 
hoy Fi + <a 4 - 1 _— ©” oo. K _ 
-$: > F — tn 
- noon 
— ——_— _— 
PI egy: > EIS NY 
* © ER NE I EDGES. 
3 : 4 2" OY 


—- 
Wn STE © ey , 
"_ _—_—__ =, _ [ -- ir "— 
— PID ID att Lond aces _ VO CIV)  —— 
mt 2HY = he. #5. bs, IT 2 phages cm p . 
Som ct ED: CH NE! 2 : 
"pond. JE LOS = gn >: M5 Lo Soy 
— => 


hed 
— 


- — 1 bs; 
FS 
= w-_— 
T =. rp 
BE > BR 
——— 


A — CR IST 


ge) _ 
- Ede, 
1evF>-- At ab 
FL, et finds 
ys 4 DE On nn > 
IY ow PL4ISY 


LE ANT, on” 
85: far there is 2/heavenly power and efficacy 
good examples:to draw others to Piety,. A 
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- pulſive power in their. ill examples to conſtrain others 
to the evil they do.. Miniſters therefore {eſvecially in 


theſe days, ought to take heed leſt by any wicked ex- 


ample or compliance, - they build men up in ſin, and-- 


bring deſtrauQion not only upon themſelves, but others. 
Gods- Laws are the good man's rules, and.good 


examples arehis motives and encouragements. Meg. 


are rivetedand more ſtrongly rooted in the. truth re- 
ceived, by reflecting on the ſound judgment and {pot- 
leſs lives of them that publiſh and maintain.it. Such 
men cannot be1gnorant of the Vulgars enquiry, which 
1s more, what Miniſters do, than what they ſay and 
rhe eye has been more operative and affe&ing than 
thoear.: > * es Foe dhe} Crone; 7 F 

There is hardly any that can. have compaſſion on 
thoſe men that dehort others from the vanities of this 
world;-whilt they-themſelves aretaken (as we ſay) ip/o 
fatogſtill labouringin their Avarice.Now if there were 
no other motives-to reduce ſuch perſons from thoſe co- 
vetous humors tothemſelves, Methinks the ſerious re- 
flection upon” the judgments that have befallen Eſtates 
purchaſed with: Tithes and Offerings, and Families 
therein concerned ;* might frighten them to them- 
ſelves, (for the fear of Hell hath drove ſome to Hea- 


\. ven.) Thoſe ug7 250% ſufficiently mollifke the 


moſt  obdurate diſpoſition, awaken. the moſt ſupine» 
and dazle him that is moſt perſpicacjous in diſcerning; 


- - Motes through Beams ; or that is qualified with that: 
blind zeal of inveighing againſt ſtealing, whillt guilty. 


- . of Sacriledge. _. | R 
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